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1 Con. iv. 1. 


Let a nan % account of us, as of the 


miniſters of Chriſt, and fewarde . 
the myſteries of Co. 


N the foregoing chapter, he * olle 1 
been reproving the 1 rch at Cirinth, for 
their miſconduct toward the miniſters. of 

the goſpel; while they almoſt 1doliz'd ſome, 
and unworthily depreciated others; and took ' | 
the meaſures of their different ways of treat- 


ing them from conſiderations, that were ex- _* 
trinſick to the nature and defign of their of 
fice. Hereupon, in our text, he adjuſts their 0 
character, and determines the regards that © 


ought to be paid to thetn, 
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In theſe words we have, 11 
I. The cbaracter of Goſpel-miniſters, which 
ſuggeſts their office and work. They are mi- 
- 2 of Chrift, and flewards of the e EF: 
0 * 
Thi wand * tranſlated miniſters is common. _— 
ly us d for ſervants, and in its * W 2 2 1 
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The Charafter of 
tation ſignifies ſuch ſervants, as uſed to be em- 
ploy'd in the labour of rowing veſſels; -and - © 
goſpel-miniſters are under-rowers to Chriſt, la- 
bouring and working under him, and in ſub- 
ordination to him. They are likewiſe ftewards 
of the myſteries of God: A fteward is a ſervant 
{till, tho' of higher rank than a rower; and 
the Vigheſt, as well as Jowelt öffices of ſer- 
vant» are committed is. goſpel-mitiſters, con- 
ſidered merely as.,.ſach';. not the higheſt to 
ſome, and the loweſt to others, but both alike 
to them all; for the ſame perſons are both 
"miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards of the myſte- 
Ties of God, as a difpenſation of the goſpel is 
committed to them. The Apoſtte ſays this of 
himfelf and polls, who I take to have 
been a young man, and an ordinary miniſter; 
and ſo theſe are common characters, which 
belong to all Chriſt's faithful ſervants young 
and old, as well as to the Apoſtles themſelves, 
They are all brethren, and one is their maſter, 
even Chrifi, They are all miners of Chrijft, 
| 5 3. F 85 0 4 w 4 -and | 
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However applicable theſe characters may be to Apoſtles, as 
well as others, we are moſt immediately concern'd to conſider 
them, only with relation to ordinary miniſters, _ incluſive of Paſ- 
tors and Teachers. And as I principally .haye my Eye upon 
Paſtors in this diſcourſe; ſo I would be underſtobd, as particu- 

arly meaning them, when J ſpeak of the higheſt and loweſt of- 
fices of ſervants being committed to them; becauſe it is general- 
Iy agreed that there are ſervices peculiar to tlie paſtgral office, 
. which are not committed to thoſę miniſters, 'Who are' Barely 
Teachers ; tho” there are none belonging to Teachers, which are- 


not committed to Paſtors. 2 1 


ther, when providence favours with an _ 
larity and order. This we can't but do, and 
this we are allowed to do, according as W 
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. The regard that is to be ſhewn them, 
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A man is here put indefinitely, for any or 
2} fa * 20 a 4 3 4 ? ' $65: N r 04 , 4 22 » r 
every man; let all perſons of whatſoever'p 


* 


* 


rer Tr ne : 
: , Fry , % "i: Ib 
- * 4%. 4# + 3 3 8 }.F 


VVV 


udge concerning us, 


1 I „ F 14d 
fignifies, conſider us, and 


myſteries of God, Let not their regard to us be 


0 Py 


2 n 3 Do 3, nne ECL Ci” 
influenc'd and determin'd by outward reſpects, 


or by perſonal confideratiofls, ſo as to receive 
and admire ſome for their 'great gifts, and.to 
reject and run down othets of lower attain- 
ments ; but let them look upon all, whoare 


* 


called to the miniſtry, and have obtain d mercy | 
to be ſound in the faith, and regular in heit 


nt gt log t It Do hot ame a Paror's goeda 
lives, let them look upon all theſe, as minif- 


them accordingly. 


* * 


Not but that it is lawful to eſteem the ta- 


ters of Chriſt, and goſpel-ſtewards, and treat 


lents and labours of ſome ſervants of Chriſt 
more than others, and to chuſe to fit under 


the miniſtrations of one, rather than of ano- 


tunity for it, and it can be done with 


find them moſt accommodated and owned to 


our ſpiritual edification and improvement in 
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5 The Clorafter of © 


| knowledge, grace, comfort and holineſs: For 
as there are diverſities of gifts, and the ſame 
ſpirit, fo ſome of theſe are, in the wiſdom, 
condeſcenſion and goodneſs of God, more 
ſuited and bleſſed to ſome, and others to others; 3 
and ſuch as we find to be ſo to ourſelves, we 
may and ought to prize and ſeek, as far as con- 
veniently we can, to enjoy. 5 
But then we are not to deſpiſe and reproach 
others, whoſe gifts are not ſo eminent in our 
opinion, which perhaps may be a wrong 
one ; but if they hold the head, and are faith- 
ful according to the ability God has given 
them, we are to account of them as_Chriſt's © 
miniſters and ſtewards, and to eſteem them 
| highly for their work's fake, and not to refuſe, 
when we have proper opportunities, to hear 
them, or to encourage them in the miniſt 
which they have receiy'd of the Lord Jeſus. 
According to this general diviſion and ex- 
plication of the words, we ſhall, by divine aſ- 
ſiſtance, a little further enlarge upon them in 
the order, in which J have plac'd them. And 
we'll begin . 


I. The Character of golpel-miniſters 

This conſiſts of two parts, (1). They are 

miner Chriſt, and (a) They are * 
be: the myſteries of God. 

1. They are miniſters of Cbrift | 

They are his ſervants, who ſtand related to 
him, and are concerned with him and for him, 
in al their holy minjſtrations: And they ks 

* | Sl 
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| their denomination from him, on various ac- — 
counts; ſome of which are theſe that follow. + "M 
(i. They derive their commiſſion from 8% 1 
It is he, who puts them into the miniſtry, 
as the Apoſtle ſays of himſelf; I thank Chrift Tim. { 
Jeſus our Lord for that be counted me faithful, 12. 
putting me into the miniſtry. The office itſelf 
is of Chriſt's inſtitution, and he veſts his ſer- 
vants with all the authority, which they have 
for the execution of it. Hence we are told 9 
that when he aſcended up on high, he gave ſome; Eph. PR 
apoſtles ; and ſome, prophets ; and ſome, evangelifts ; 8—13. 
and ſome, paſtors and teachers; for the perfetting IJ 
of the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the 
ed: 725 of the bedy of Chriſt : And ſome or o- 
ther of theſe were to continue in the church, . 
till the whole deſign of the miniſtry ſhould be I 
fulfilled, and Chriſt's myſtical body ſhould be | 
compleated, or Fill we all come in the unity 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the jon of God, ; 
unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the 2 A 
ture of the fulneſs of Chriſt. And our bleſſed | 
Saviour ſpoke of commiſſioning * for his 
work *thro' all generations, as a peculiar act 
of his Lordſhip, faying, All power is given ty Mat. 
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye ther gere 10 2 : 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the * mw = 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of tbe 
Holy Ghoſt. Teaching them to obſerve all things 1,4 
whatſoever I have commanued you; and lo, Tam * |} 
with you akoay, even unto the end of the World. © + 
As to extraordinary officers, fuch as Apoſtles 
and Evangeliſts, Chriſt gave them their autho- ' 


rity 


\The Ghatabber of - 1 
rity un by a perſonal deſignation 05 x 
then from himſelf, except Matthias among the 

oftles, who was choſen in Judo ſtead by a 
2 lot; and except Tina and . and 
perhaps ſome others, among the Evangeliſts, 


Who were added to the ſeventy: But as to or- 


dinary officers, ſuch as paſtors. and teachers, 
Chriſt gives them their authority nediately, by 
the choice and call of his church, with «| 
concurring approbation of other chat 
of ſuch as are already in the miniſtry, according 
to the general rules of his word. 

The churches of Chriſt are, by his autho- 
fity, to chuſe their own officers: Their right 
to this is founded in the very nature, and o- 
riginal laws, of ſociety, and is reſery d to them 
by apoſtolick practice: For eyen in the extra- 
: ordinary choice of Matthigs to the apoſtlefhip, 

Adds i. 16——26.. the hundred and twenty diſ- 
ciples appointed two, as candidates, and applied 
to the Lord Chriſt. in prayer for a notification 
of his will, as to which of them he had choſen : 


Then they gave forth their lots, and when he 


had diſpos d of the lot in favour = Matthias, 

they, to teſtify their approbation of Chriſt's 

choice, voted him into the number of the A- 
oſtles. He was numbered with the eleven Apo- 
ples. A «86 or 1 it Ms hl as al 
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of the Holy Ghoſt and wiſdom, whom we may 


ordain'd, or ＋ placed Elders in every Church, 4 
| mended them ko h 2 on 20 


ſignified by their Meſſengers, for the credit of 
religion, and for maintaining A brotherly com- 


be in all the Churches. Theſe general riſes, © 4 
where the . 1 eke of Eng - 
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word from that, By Which dars einig tots 
bered with them; (in which the GI had 5 
no concern) Was edprelr, (ber. 15.) of when 
Peter faid, He was number'd with us *, * 
Again, "when Deacons were to be "alba, 

the Lrvelue Apoſtles called together the ultitule As vi. 
of the diſciples, and aid, brethren;  Tobk Je a, 3 
but among you ſeven men bf honef report, Full 
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WP 


appoint over this buſineſs. And when Paſtors 
were et over particular Churches, or Elders 
were ordained in them, the Apoſtles, tio ex- 
traordinary officers, did not invade theit fights; 
— according to the juſt rendring of that 
aflage, Adds xiv. 23. (as ſeveral learned men 
fie „think, rightly obſerv d,) oben they had 
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in a way of common ſuffrage, by lifting up of - if 
hands, 40 had pray'd with. 200 ting, they com- 
on the ybelieued. = 

It is likewiſe .proper, 'that s ſhou'd be 
done with the approbation of*other Churches, 


munion among them; that they may ſhew 
their love to one another, and'that the praiſe 
of their ſeveral paſtors may, as far as poſſible, — 3g 


may be gathered from 2 Ctr. vill. 18, 23, 24. A 


_ Titus 
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Se Character of 
Titus to the Church at Corinth, ſays, We have 
ent with him the brother, whoſe praiſe is in the 


Goſpel, throug bout all the Churches. ——IWhether 
any do enquire of Titus, he is my partner, and 
fellow-helper concerning you + or our brethren 
be enquired of, they are the meſſengers of the 
| churches, and the glory of Chriſt. Wherefore 
bew ye to them, and before the churches, the prof 
of your love, and of our boaſting on your be- 
half. . : 5 
UB for the like purpoſes, it is moſt re- 
lar, when the circumſtances of things admit 
of it, that other Paſtors ſhou'd teſtify their 
approbation of ſuch, as are to be ordain'd, 
and ſhould recommend them, and the churches ' 
which they take the charge of, to the bleſſing 
of Chriſt, by ſolemn prayer and faſting, at- 
tended with ſuitable inſtructions and ne LO 
tions; and ſo the facred truſt is to be commit- 
ted to the paſtor before many witheſſes. _ 
Indeed, whilſt extraordinary gifts and mi- 
raculous powers continued in the Church, im- 
poſition of hands was very fitly us'd, as in 
various other caſes, ſo in ſeparating perſons to 
| facred office; and this was a fign to the faith 
of thoſe that were concerned in it, with re- 
lation to ſuch gifts. But, as no miraculous 
gifts are now to be expected, I don't ſee to 
- "what purpoſe the ſign ſhou'd be continued, or 
how it can be us d with faith, after the thing 
ſignified is gone; or what right we have to 
lay on our hands, where nothing extraordinary 
18 
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18 


ordinary officers. 


 Gosrnri-MinisTERs. | 
is to be expected, either from the perſons who 


lay them on, or in thoſe on whom they are 
laid. If now, by an alteration of circum- 


ſtances, the ſign is become inſignificant; or 


if it now really conveys nothing, but is only 
uſed as a ſolemn deſignation of the perſon 
who is put into office, and that juſt after he 


had been publickly notified, by proper queſ- 


tions and anſwers, to the whole congregation 


before; I can hardly think that the wiſdom of 
Chriſt order'd the uſe of it to be continued 
in every ſtate of the church; eſpecially ſince 
he foreknew how much it wou'd be abuſed, 
in days of the greateſt corruption and ambi- 


tion, for the ſupport of clergy-power. Much 
leſs can I imagine that this ceremony ſhould 


be thought requiſite-to the validity of ordina- 


tion: If it were fo, I wonder how it comes 


to paſs that all our deacons are conſtituted with- 


out it, ſince primitive example is, at leaſt, as 
clear and expreſs for applying it to them, as it 
can be to any church-officers whatſoever. 
But after all, I don't find in the wri- 
tings of the New Teſtament, that the Lord 
Jeſus ever order'd this rite to be uſed in or- 
dination, more than on ſome other occa- 


ſions, for which none of us now pretend to 
uſe it; nor that he ever appointed it to be a 
ſtanding ordinance for all ages of the church, 


on any account whatſoever; nor that hands 


were ever impoſed by ordinary officers, upon 
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0 The Character of 


Upon the whole then, tho T am far from 
deſigning to condemn, or to reflect upon my 
brethren, who think proper to continue the 
uſe of this ceremony, and at the ſame time 
diſclaim the pretence of authoritatively con- 
veying office- powers or gifts by it; yet I hope 
I may be allowed to fay, without offence, that 
a publick recognizing of a church's call, and 
of a miniſter's acceptance of it; and a pub- 
lick teſtification of the concurring approba- 
tion of other Paſtors and Churches, for pre- 
ſerving brotherly communion, and the purity of 
churches, and of the miniſtry ; ; together with 
ſuitable inſtructions and exhortations, attended 
with ſolemn recommendations of the paſtor and 
people to the blefling of God, by faſting and 
prayer; is all that I know of, as needful to a va- 
lid and regular ordination, in our days. And 
whoever is now duely qualified for, and order- 
ly introduc'd to his holy office, in the nediate, 
as well as formerly in the immediate way; it 
may be ſaid, that he derives his commiſſion 


Acts xiii, from Chriſt, or that he is ſeparated for the 
2. 


work, to which the Holy Ghoſt has called 
him, as it is expreſſed in the caſe of Paul and 
Barnabas, when they were ſent to the Gen- 
tiles. Thus then they are miniſters of Chriſt, 
as they derive their commiſſion from him. But 
to proceed: 

(2. They are under Chriſt's drreftion and 
command, in their miniſtrations. 


They 


Providence, ſent the Apoſtles and Evange- 


8 o 8 PE I- MIN IST RRS. I 
They ought not to go until he ſends 
them, and they ought to go when-ever, and 
where- ever his providence, and the voice of 
his churches, as far as they are capable of 


judging, call them. He, by particular ſug- 
geſtions of his ſpirit, and intimations of his 


liſts to this and the other place, where he 


had work for them to do: And tho' it wou'd 


be enthuſiaſtick to expect ſuch immediate - 
ſuggeſtions now, yet, as Chriſt is head over 1 
all things to the church, he ſtill continues 
to open a way in his providence for the ex- 
erciſe of his ſervants miniſtrations; and ſe- 


cretly inclines the hearts of his people to 


call them, and inclines their own hearts to 
comply with their calls, for employing their 
labours among them. 

And when they enter upon the miniſtry, 
which the Lord Jeſus has committed to them, 
they are to diſpenſe all ordinances according to 
his inſtitution; and to teach neither more nor 


leſs than they find he has commanded, either 


expreſsly, or by juſt conſequence, in the fa- * 
cred ſcripture. They are to 2 themſeboes Acts vi. 4. 
continually to prayer, and to the miniſtry of 
the word. They are to labour in the word Tim. v. 
and doctrine: And to preach the word 9 
God; as their work is frequently expreſſed. 
This word is their commiſſion, which con- 
tains the whole of their inſtructions and 
charge ; and they are to confine themſelves 
C2 | = 
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to this, as ever they wou' d act up to the 
character of miniſters of Chriſt, who ſeek 
to pleaſe not men, but God. 

(3. They are employed i in Chriſt's ſervice. 

As they have their commiſſion, inſtruc- 
tions, and commands from him ; fo they are 
to be employ'd for him, to act under his 
authority, to publiſh and enforce his law 
and his goſpel, to keep the ordinances of 
his houſe, and by all appointed means to 
ſubſerve his work of grace and holineſs, and 
the intereſts of his kingdom and glory in 
the world. They are to ſet their faces, as a 
flint, againſt ſin, ſatan, and the world, 
and all che enemies that oppoſe theſe great 
deſigns for Chriſt; and are to ſubject all 
other intereſts to theſe, and make it the 
great buſineſs of their lives to promote 
them. Hence the ſer vice they are engaged 
in, is called the work of Chriſt, and the work 
f the Lord. And the Apoſtle did not count 
his life dear to himſelf, ſo that he might finiſh 
Vis courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which he 
had received of the Lord Feſus, to teſtify 
the goſpel of the grace of God. 

(4. Chriſt himſelf is Cle great ſubject of 
their miniſtrations. 

His perſon as God-man, and his offices 
as the great mediator, head, and ſurety of the 
church, as their prophet, prieſt, and king ; 
his incarnation, humiliation, obedience, 
| ſucferings, and death; his reſurrection and ex- 

altation, 
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o altation, his righteouſneſs and grace, his | 
k example and government, his underta- 
3 kings and performances, his doctrine and - 

; precepts; the bleſſings brought in by him, 
> 4 and the obligations we are under to him, 
» 1 and to God thro' him; the way of our ob- 
W 1 taining theſe bleflings, and of anſwering 
wo theſe obligations; in a word, every thing 
of MW that he is in himſelf, and in his relation to 
o the Father, and the Holy Spirit; and every 
1 thing that he is deſign'd and made of God 
1 to be unto his people, for their ſalvation, 

a and to his enemies, for their righteous de- 
4 ſtruction: All this, as far as his word re- 
we 1} veals it, and his ſervants underſtand it, is to 
ul | be diſplay'd with the utmoſt evidence and 
e advantage, on proper occaſions, in their 
te Hhuoly miniſtrations. They are to preach 
d , Chri/t Feſis, the Lord; and all the lines 3 
x | of their miniſtry are one way or other to 43 
nf | center in Rn © > n 2 
| Hence their miniſtry takes its denomina- 3 
he tion from this grand view, and is frequently 7 
fy BR called preaching Chriſt. And the Apoſtle's 5 

= heart was ſo takefi up with this, that he pro- N 
of - | feſſedly determin d, not to know any thing a- Cor. ü. 
: mong the Corinthians, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and 
_ him crucified, Yea he rejoiced, with thank. 
he | givings to God, in this, that he causd him, ” ll 
g and his fellow-labourers, ro triumph in Cor. wi 
„ Chriſi; and made manifeſt the ſavour of his14- = 
x- i F*mnowledge by them, in every place, Or, as 
n, „ 5 he 


W 8 


14 | The Cbaracter f 
1 he expreſſes it in another epiſtle, he ad- 
6 * w.. mir'd that ſuch grace ſhould be given to him, 
= - as that he ſhou'd preach among the Gentiles the 
unſearchable riches of Chriſt. 
(F. They receive their furniture for Chriſt's 
work, and their afjftance in it from him. 
He don't ſend them on a warfare at their 
own charges; but takes it upon himſelf to 
provide them with ſuch ſupplies, as may 
be needful and proper for them. As to 
their temporal concerns, that they may be 
1 Cor. ix. ſubſiſted in his ſervice, he has ordain'd, that 
+ they wwho preach the goſpel, ſhou'd live of the 
geſpel. And he takes care, in his provi- 
dence, to protect them from the rage and 
injuries of their enemies, ſo long as he has 
any work to do by them, as he ſaid to the 


Ws © Apoſtle Paul, by a viſion in the night at 
Ad, xvii. Corinth; Be not afraid, but ſpeak, and hold 
9.0. f thy peace; for I am with thee, and no 


man ſhall ſet on thee to hurt thee, for I have 
much people in this city. 

And as to their ſpiritual ſurniture of gifts 

and graces, he is exalted to fill the officers of 

his church, with ſuch ſupplies as are neceſ- 

Fpk. iv. fary for the work of the miniſtry. Grace 
7, 8, &c. 7s given to them, according to the meaſure of 
the gift of Chriſt ; and he diſtributes his 
gifts with great variety for different admi- 

| I Cor. xii. hiſtrations by his ſpirit, <who divideth to every 
man ſeverally as he will, He likewiſe goes 
forth with them in their work: While they 
1 5 * . 5 5 keep 


ers of God. And fo he makes them 46le chap. i." he 
miniſters of the New Teſtament, not of thes. -Y 


Go M145 RS. 


keep cloſe to his commiſſion, they are under 
his promiſe, that he w2// be with them alway to 
che end of the world. He forms and influen- 
ces their principles, motives and views; ſpi- 
rits them for his ſervice, and encourages 
them in it; enlightens their minds, enlarges 
their hearts and piritualizes their affections, 
directs them in their way, and opens to them 
a door of utterance; he is graciouſly preſent 
with them in the ſtudy and in the pulpit, in 
their converſation and in all their ſacred mi- 
niſtrations, that they may /hew themſelves 70 2 Tim. 2. 
be workmen, who need not to be aſbam'd, 5. 
rightly dividing the word of truth; and may 
in all things approve themſelves as the mini- Cor. vi. uf 


letter, but of the ſpirit, who aſſiſts and owns | 42 
them in their work. Hence, 9 

(6. All the ſucceſs and reward of their 
miniſtry proceeds from Chriſt. 

They can ſpeak only to the ear, but he 
ſpeaks to the heart, and adds fuch energy 
to their words, as turns them into ſpirit and 
life. If any are convinced and converted, 
and if any are 'edify'd, comforted and fav'd 
under their miniſtry, it 1s becauſe the hand 
of the Lord is with them, to make the goſ- 
pel his power to the falvation of thoſe that — 
believe, Whoever plants or whoever waters, * Þ 
be it with ever ſo much ſkill and labour, elo 
quence,argumentand pathos, they are nothing — 


F 6 "1 De Cbaracte- of 


1 Cor. iii. in point if efficacy ; it is God who giveth th 
r encreaſe, and they are only miniſters by 
whom any believe; as the Lord. gives to every : 
one of them. The princely Saviour is exalted 
to give repentance and forgiveneſs of fins, to 
2 Theſl. i. make his people willing in the day of his 
5. 5. * power, and to command the bleſſing in Sion, 
even life for evermore. He opens an effectual 
door, that his goſpel may run and be glori- 
| fied, and he cauſes it to come, not in word 
only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, 
and in much aſſurance, that it may turn 
ſinners from all their idols to God, and 
may continue to work effectually in them 
that believe, as it did in the Theſſalonians. 
Hence, when the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the ſuc- 
Rom. xv. Ceſs of his miniſtry, 7o make the Gentiles obe- 
18. dient by word and aced, he repreſents it un- 
1 der the view of things, which Chrift wrought 
mn by him. And all the bleſſed effect, which 
4 the goſpel had upon the Fews and Gentiles, 
by his own and Peter's miniſtry, is aſcribed 
Gat. fl 8. unto Chriſt, of whom the Apoſtle ſays, he 
that wrought effectually in Peter to the Apo- 
Reſhip of the circumciſion, *he ſame was 
mighty in me toward the Gentiles. Not on- 
ly mighty in the miracles, that were wrought 
for the "confirmation of the goſpel; but 
mighty in its impreſſions and effects upon 
the hearts and conſciences of many that 
1 heard it, in ſomuch that their goſpel became 
_ mighty thro God, to the pulling down of” . 
=_ Sg 
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kingdom in the world: And he gives chem 
important deſigns, that were ever ſet on Bot 


puts us, who are engaged heartily in it 


is preſent with us in his work, and com. 
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holds, caſting down gi rations, and cu 5 ö 


high thing thut exalteth* it ſelf” again the + 5. 
knowledge of God, and bringing into ee £ 
every thought to the' obedience bf Chrift.” © 1 
And then, as to the reward of their mi- 
niſtry, this is all from Chriſt. He confers ai 
honour upon his ſervants in putting them in- 
to the miniſtry, and in making them inſtru- = 
ments, in his hand, of-plucking ſinners as 
brands out of the burning, of: forming” 1 
own image in them, and of carrying on his 
begun work to compleat ſalvation; of over= - 
turning the powers of darkneſs, and {pread-" 
ing the intereſt and the glory of his'own” 


2 wy * Lag 


the noble pleaſure and ſatisfaction of heir 
thus ſignally uſeful, in advancing the mo 


for the glory of God and the good of len of 
His work is indeed its own reward; 


* R . 
12 
; 2 
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under an happy neceſſity of making re 
ligion the proper buſineſs of our „ - 
and of ſpending the chief of our time 
and thoughts in converſes with the ſacred 
oracles, with God himſelf, with our on 


ſouls, and with the great : and glorious reali- 


dies of the upper world. And when Chriſft 


mands a bleſſing upon it, mexprefſible are 
the delights a nd joys that attend it: Then . B'S 
all our ſenſations, reflections and pro-. 
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ſpects are exalted and entertaining; then, as 
_ er of the Lord is ſtrength to the upright, 
ſo, if we are of that happy number, it ani- 
mates us in his ſervice, and carries us above 
all the hardſhips and diſcouragements that 
ariſe from — and from our ſelves: We then 
feel that we are living to the beſt purpoſes, 
and rejoice in hope that the dear ſeals of 
Theft i. our miniſtry will be our glory and or, and 
"9, 20. crown of rejoicing in the preſence, of our Lord 


r fe. 4 Feſtus Chriſt at his coming. And when the 


chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, we ſhall recoi ve a 
=” of glory that ad not away. Thus 
we ſee on what accounts Goſpel-miniſters 
may; be called the minifers of Chrifft, We 
now proceed to the other park. of their cha- 
raſter, and that is 
| 44 They are > fowards of the myſteries of 


And here it may be proper. to conſider 
1) what their ſtewardſhip relates be, and 
2) their ftewardſhip it ſelf. 

(I. What their ftewardſhip relates to. 
And this is 7he myſteries of God. By the 
myſteries of God many underſtand the 
word and ſacraments; and it muſt be allow- 
ed that both theſe go into the things, which 
are to be diſpens'd by the miniſters of Chriſt; 
But it don't appear to me, that by the , 
teries of God the Apoſtle deſign di 8 our text 
+ to point us to the 3 of Baptiſn and 
- the Lords Supper; "*o tha among. forms 
| ear] y 


* 
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| fecret ſince the world began, but nom is Made 
manifeſt by the preaching of Feſus Chrift, an 


early writets of the primitive chutch, tlieſe 
were called myſteries; yet I don't find that 
the Scripture ever uſes the word in this fenſe, 
and the Apoſtle had faid of himſelf, in the 
beginning of this epiſtle, That Chrift ſent 


bim not to baptize, but to preach the goſpel, i. e. 


| 8 the goſpel was the principal work, 


for which he was ſent: Accordingly this is 
what he ſeems moſt directly to refer to in 
our text; for this beſt | 
count he had before given of his work, and 
with his own uſe of the word in other pla- 


agrees with the ac- 


ces, where by myfteries he moſt commonly 


not to the excluſion of the other. 


* 


chap. i. 
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means the doctrines of Chriſt, In this ſenſe 
therefore we ſhall chiefly underftand it, tho 


Now the doctrines of the goſpel may be 


called the myſleries of God on various ac- 
counts. They bear this denomination, as 
they were ſecret in God's breaſt till he re- 


vealed them, firſt more obſcurely under the 


old Teſtament, and afterwards more clearly 
under the new: Hence the goſpel is called 


the revelation of the myſtery, which was kept 


by the ſcriptures of the prophets, according #0 


the commandment of the everlaſting God, made 
known to all nations for the obedience of faith.  —* 
And even after theſe things are revealed : 
in New-Teſtament light, it may be faid taitt 
there are myſteries in them till, — | 3 
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with 1 to the manner of haze, exiſ- 
: tence, or of their operation, as theſe are in- 


_ comprehenſible to us, and lie out of our view: 


John iu. 
6.1 


1 | | 2 


Hence the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the great myſtery 
/ Godlinefs, which fl ſubſiſts under the goſ- 


12 Tim. . Pel- revelation, 012. that God was manifeſted 
>; wang: 


in the fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit, ſeen of angels, 
preach'd unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 


i vorld, received up into glory... And as to 
the way of the Spirit's operation by the 
goſpel, to make an effectual regenerating 
change upon our hearts, our bleſſed Lord 
himſelf ſpeaks of it, as a myſterious thing, 


tho the fact itſelf is certain, ſaying, the wind 


blows where it lifteth, and thou  beareſt the 
found thereof; but canſt not tell whence it 


cometh and whither it goeth ; ſo is every one 
that is born of the ſpirit, Theſe are myſte- 


Ties for miniſters and people to ſearch into, 
as far as they may be capable of underſtand- 
ing them; and to adore, as far as they lie 
beyond the reach of their dark and narrow 
minds. But eye hath not ſcen, nor ear 
heard the thi ngs, which God has prepared for 
hem that love him, tho' ſomething of them 

1s revealed by the Hirit: And we know not 
what we ſhall be. 5 
The great things of the 905 may like- 
Mi be call'd myſteries ſtill to unregenerate 
.carnal minds, with regard to their glory 
and importance. After all the revelation 
which is made of chem! in the word, unre- 
newed 


2 


C — 4 


newed ſouls don't ſee their amiable excel- 
lence and beauty; the wiſdom, holineſs, 


derſtand the eriptures, and they come to. 
ing light of the Holy Spirit. For, the na- 1 Cor. i. 
tural man receiveth not the things of the bi-. 
rit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs to bim; 
ſpiritually diſcerned. Talk to ſuch an one of 


the adorable method of ſalvation by Jeſus 


ſome ſtrange thing to them, which they 


J God, which the ſtewardſhip of his ſer- 
vants relates to. This brings us to conſider, 


Y whoſe office it is to diſpenſe, or diſtribute 


* 
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and grace, the ſtrong and vital powers, that 
ſhine in them: nor are they ſpiritually in- 
lightned, and ſuitably affected with t gen 
till Chriſt opens their underſtandings, to un- IE 1 


view them in the impreſſive and transform- 


neither can be know them, becauſe they are 


the glories of divine wiſdom and grace; in 


Chriſt, and of their perſuaſive efficacy, and 
ſweet reliſh in the believer's heart; and they 
don't know what you mean: . You ſpeak of 


have no juſt notions of, till God, ho come Cor. ive E | 
manded the - light to ſhine out of darkneſs,6- : 


ſhines into their hearts, to give them the light © "M 
of the knowledge of his glory in the face of \ - 


Jeſus Chrift ; or till he, by his ſpirit, lets 
them into thoſe ſecrets of the Lord, which 
are with them" that fear him; and ſhews 
them his covenant. Theſe are the myſteries 


(2. Their ftewardſbip ifelf © 
The miniſters of Chriſt are his ſtewards, © - * 


— N 4 , 

169 2 l 

5 
: A 
5 2 
by 5 

* 
S " 2 
* 1 
* 
* > * 


De Charaftty 75 on 


the my 1 of God to the church, which 
is his houſe and family. They are ſtewards 
in his houſe, and to his houſe. They ate 

ſtewards in his houſe. They themſelves are 
to be a part of his family, members of 


Cbriſt, and members of the churches, of 
Which they have the overfight; that they 


may have a due affection to them, and con- 
cern about them; may know their circum- 
ſtances; may be at hand to make their ſpi- 
ritual diſtributions among them, as occaſions 
1 ; and may have an office-right to do 

Hence the leading rule of churches, 


Adds vi. 3. in their choice of officers, is 7 look out d. 


mong them men of honeſt report, full of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and wiſdom ; 40h may be ap- 
Pointed over the buſineſs, for which r are 
defign'd among them. 
And theſe miniſters are to be Ke warde 70 
the houſe. Their proper office lies with. 
the church, as femvancs,. whom'their Lord has 


xxiv. 45- Jet over bis houſe, to give them meat in due 
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feafon. This is the very buſineſs of their 
ſtewardſhip, which, among other things, in- 
timates theſe that follow. 45 
[I. That they are not Lords of the al. 
fairs which are under their management. 
A ſteward is but a ſervant to his Lord, 


ak under him ; and ſoare all the miniſters b, 
WT 0 Neither be ye called maſters, ſays 
xii. 10. the great head of the church, for one is your | 
5 eee even Chr; 21. _ are not OY 
on 


preach only, that goſpel, which. 


of Goa, and take the awer ſig bt thereof ; the 
| are to behave therein, not as lords over God's 
beritage, but as enſamples of the flock, in e © 3 
| very grace and duty of the chriſtian life  * 
and n died! — = 
adds of humility, which the Apoſtle in- 2, 6. 
| its upon in the following verſes. Nor are 
chey to pretend to an authority over the 
faith or conſciences of others; but only to 
lead them tothe faith of Chriſt, and to. a 
lubjection. of their conſciences to- his au tho 
WJ "ity, according. to his word. Net, ſays the Cor. . 
Apoſtle, that we bave dominion over your 24 
fatth, but are helpers of your i.. 
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of the myſteries; they diſpenſe hut are to = 1 | 


received Fram him: and to teach his .difeMar. xx. 


ciples to obſerve whatſoever) he bas. com- 28. + 
manded them: It is the word: af God, and 


not the word of man, -Chriſt's ſcheme, ante 
not their oun, and. his ordinances, and no: 
human inventions, that they are to deal IJ 
gat to the people, according to his Will 


churches, for Chriſt's fake; as the Apoſtis 
deſcribes . them, - ſaying, toe Areach not gulf 2 Cor. rt 


they communicate; \ but... ſervants, of the 


* Jer USING 45 * fee 9.0 ke, N. dN 


While they exerciſe Chriſt's authority, in 8 
the adminiſtration of the word, and ord- 
nances of his houſe, and ſo feed the flack 


the diſpoſitions, Wir 


12. Their as 4 
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2. Their ſtewardſhip: intimates, that 

what they are concerned in, is committed to 
tbem 'as a truſt, which they muſt give an 


1 Cor. ix. A diſpenſation f the goſpel is committed to 
16, 17. them, and a neceſſity is laid upon them ; yea, 
woe unto them, i they preach not the goſpel; 
they muſt anſwer it to Chriſt another day. 
They are intruſted with the myſteries of 
God, as a treaſure, to keep them ſafe and 
5 el, pt; we _ this org, rm in ae a = 
2 Tim. i. veſſels, &c. Hold faſ# the form of found 
"3 14:  <vords, ſays! the © le 5 2 X ror F 
heard of me, in faith and love, which is in 
Chriſt Feſus; that good thing, meaning the 
| doctrine of the goſpel, which was committed 
2 Cor. ii. unto thee, keep by the Holy Gba. And we, 
'7- fays he, are not as many which corrupt the 
word of God; but as of fincerity, but as of God, 
in the fight of God, ſpeał we in Chriſt, © 
All their miniſterial gifts and graces, op- 
portunities and abilities, are likewiſe talents 
committed to them, to be improved, for the 
glory of their great Lord and maſter, and 
for the good of his church. And when he 
comes to reckon with them, he will ob- 
ſerve whether they have hid them in a 
napkin; or whether, _— what degree 
they have uſed them for the purpoſes, for 
which he gave them; and he will deal with 
them accordingly, as is repreſented at large 
in the parable, Mat. xxv. 14 30. 
= | Hence 
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Hence was that ſolemn addreſs of the A- 
poſtle Paul to Timothy, I charge thee before 
God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall 


Judge the quack and the dead at bis appear- 1 


FS and his kingdom 3 preach: the word, OC iv. 1, 2. "4 


inſtant, in ſeaſon and out of* ſeaſon, reprove, 
rebuke, exhbort with all long-ſuffering and 
Once more, the /ouls of thoſe, to whom 


1 3 
#- $2 
* 2 5 


Chriſt's ſtewards miniſter the things of God, : 4 


are a charge committed to them, that they 
may take care of them, and do their ut- 
moiſt, as inſtruments in his hand, for 


* * 


their Salvation. They are to watch far their Heb. zu; : 


ſouls, as they that muſt give an account, that 7. 
they may do it with joy, and not with grief. 
| [3- Their ſtewardſhip intimates that 
faithfulneſs, care, and diligence, are to be 
us'd in diſcharging their a EE 
It is required of ſtewards, fays the Apo- 
ſtle in the next verſe after our text, that 
a man be found faithful; that he be 
found ſo all the days of his life, and when 
he comes to give up his accounts at laſt, 
He muſt be faithful to Chriſt, to truth, and 
to = own and others ſouls; and not be- 
tray his truſt, by giving up, or perverting 
| the doctrines be chou d . or by — 
= glecting his own ſalvation, or the ſouls 
committed to his care. He ſhou'd keep 
back nothing that is profitable; but, accord- —_ 
ing to his ability, declare * 


* 1 / 
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of God, as opportunities and occaſions of. 
=; and ſhould uſe all appointed and lawful 
methods, whereby he may at leaſt gain 
ſome; may win them to Chriſt, and then 
help them forward in their way to heaven, 
that they may be built up in their moſt 
holy faith, may be knit together in love, 
and may grow up in all things into him, 
who is the head. 
And in order hereunto, he ſhou'd be my 
careful to enquire into the mind and will 
of Chriſt, and into the ſtate of his flock, il 
that he may feed them with ſound know- | 
IC | ledge, and with inſtructions ſuitable to their 
3 condition, and circumſtances ; and ſo ſhou'd 
2 Tim. ii. udy to ſhew himſelf approv'd unto God, a 
5  workman, who needs not to be aſhamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth, that he may be 
a wiſe, as well as faithful ſteward. He 
ſhou'd take care that every truth and duty 
may have its proper place in his miniſtrations, 
: and that no perſon, who ſits under them, may 
be able to ſay, there was nothing for me; 
but that faith and practice may be directed, 
and that conſolations, or terrors, the bleſ- A 
ſings of the goſpel, or the threatnings of 
the law, may be diſtributed to ſaints or 
ſinners, to tempted and doubting believers, 
or to careleſs and backſliding profeſſors, to 
convinc'd and troubled conſciences, or to 
bold and hardned ſinners, as they belong to i 
| them reſpectively, > 
And 
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1 | pel-miniſters. 
>s of if | | * 

= wards of the myſteries of God. | 
= As theſe are the characters that ought to 


FR 


* 


Gos PELMINISTRRS. 
And this calls for great pains and diligence 


them in publick miniſtrations, and in private 
converſation. Hence the Apoſtle exhorted 
Timothy to ſtir up the gift which was in him, 
and ſo to behave as that no man might deſpiſe 


| his youth: But, ſays he, be thou an example 
of the believers, in word, in converſation 


in charity, in fhirit, in faith, in purity: 


in the ſtudy, and in the pulpit; in prayer © 
to God for the people, and in dealing with 


Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to Tim. 


doctrine: Neglect not the gift that is in the, . 
| meditate on theſe things, give thyſelf wholly 


to them, that thy profiting may appear to all : 
Take heed to thyſelf, and to thy doctrine, con- 
tinue in them; for in doing this, thou ſhalt 
both ſave thy ſelf, and them that hear thee. 
But it is time to add a few words upon. the 


| other branch of the text, with a view to 
= which, I have ſo largely infiſted on this; and 
that is, 17 250 DE... 


II. The regard that is to be ſhewn to goſ- 
LET A MAN $0 ACCOUNT 
or Us, as of the miniſters of Chriſt, and 


be exemplified in miniſters; fo the people 
ought to receive or reject them, according as 


they do, or do not anſwer theſe characters; 
and to think neither better nor worſe, nor 
W otherwiſe of them, than what they really 
are in their work and office, whatever =— 


 - 
mY 
—_ . == 
16. , 
F 
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and edification of ſome, and others of others; I 


4 helpers of your joy; and as miniſters by i 


-» Cauſe it is his, and not theirs, is to be the 
rule of your faith, worſhip, and obedience, 
Ulis authority, and not theirs, is to be your | 


SIX ; 


ſo none who have obtain'd mercy to be faith- 
ful, ſhou'd be idoliz'd on one hand, or dee. 
ſpis'd on the other; neither one nor the o- 
Tor ſhou'd be ſet either higher or lower, in 
your judgment and eſteem of them, and beha- 
viour towards them, than as the miniſters of 
Chriſt, and ſtewards of the myſteries of God, 
This conjunction of their characters guards a- 
gainſt two extremes. One is exalting them 
too high, and puffing up their vanity; and 
the other is ſinking them too low, and laying 
them under diſcouragement. Therefore, 

1. You ſhould confider them all, as „er- 
vants, and ftewards, that you may not raiſe 
them too high in your account of them. 

They are ſpoken of under theſe ' deno- 
minations, which carry ideas of fabje&tion 
and dependance, that none may think of 
them, nor they of themſelves, higher than 
they ought. They are to be regarded only 


s - 
3 


* 3 
3 * 
LU V 


whom ye believe, even as the Lord gives to fi 
every man; as juſt ſo much, and no more 


than he makes them to be. His word, be- 
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obligation to obferve what they ſay; and 


the glory of all the good which is done by 
their miniſtry, is to be aſcribed to him, and 
not to them, that no man may glory in men; 1 Cor. ii. 
for all things, ſays the Apoſtle to the 2 
church, are yours: Whether Paul, or A. 
pollos, or Cephas; all are yours, and ye are 
Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's. The miniſtry 
itſelf was inſtituted for your ſakes, and all 
its ſervices are for your ſouls: Hence, as you 
have heard, even the Apoſtles averred that 
they preached not themſelves but Chriſt Fe- 2 Cor. ip. 
us the Lord, and themſelves the church's ;, 
ſervants, for Feſus ſake. Accordingly they 
are to be look'd upon, as doing their duty 
to their great maſter, and diſcharging their 
truſt for you, while they are moſt labo- 
rious and eminent in his ſervice, and are 
dealing out the richeſt treaſures of goſpel- 
myſteries to you; for they only miniſterr, 
as of the ability which God gives; that God, * Pet. wv. 
in all things, may be glorified thro eſis 
Chrift, to whom be praiſe and dominion for 
ever, and ever. Amen. But . 

2. You ſhou'd likewiſe conſider them 
all, as the ſervants of Chriſt, and ſtewards 4 
of the myſteries. of God, that you may not = 
fink them too low in your account of them. = 

This ſets forth the dignity of their ſervice 
under the beſt of maſters, and with reſpete 
to the beſt, of things, that they may not be 
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_ <<je&cd in themſelves, nor deſpiſed by - 
thers. Tho' they are but ſervants, they affe 
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De Regard due io 
the ſervants of Cbriſt, whom he owns and 
honours with his commiſſion, directs and 
employs in his ſervice to ſpread the glory of 
his name, and whom he furniſhes for their 
work, and aſſiſts and ſucceeds in it; and he 
will call you to an account how you behave 
toward them, and what uſe you make of 
their labours among you. And tho' they 
are but ſtewards in truſt, who muſt give an 
account of their ſtewardſhip to their Lord, 
yet they are ſtewards of the moſt glorious 
myſteries of God, which are of the higheſt 
concern to you; and if their account at laſt of 
their care, and pains, and faithfulneſs toward 
Chriſt and your ſouls in diſpenſing them, 
ſhou'd prove matter of grief and not of joy, 
it is you that will be the ſufferers, it will 
be very unprofitable for you. ed 
They are therefore to be highly honoured ' 
and ſeriouſly regarded, for the ſake of their 
noble employment, and of their near rela- 
tion to Chriſt in it ; they are to be priz'd and 
 efteem'd, as they come with a commiſſion to 
preach the goſpel of peace, and bring glad ti- 
dings of good things, the beſt tidings of the 
beſt things, that were ever heard of in a 
loſt world. And they are to be received for 
their great Lord and maſter's ſake, and to 
be ſubmitted to in every thing, which they 
can prove by his word to be his will; for 
BY + while they keep cloſe to their commiſſion, 
pe puts this ſanction upon their — 


— 


* — 


GOSPEL MIN IST ERS. 4: 
He that receiveth you receiveth me, and be Mat. x. 
that receiveth me recei veth him that ſent me; 2 | 
= and he that heareth you heareth me, and he 8 | 
= that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth me, and be that 7 
= deſpriſeth me deſpiſeth bim that ſent me. | 
Chriſt makes their cauſe his own, becauſe 
they make his cauſe theirs. He regards it 
as ſuch; and ſo ſhould you, as they ſtand 
related to him, and are employed in the 
moſt difficult and important ſervice for his 
glory and your good. Under this conſide- 
ration of them, you ſhou'd encourage, coun- 
tenance and aſſiſt them, by your conſtant 
and diligent attendances on their miniſtry, 
without prejudice, or an indifference of ſpi- 
rit, and with great candour and deep con- 
cern to profit under it; you ſhou'd ſtreng- 
then their hands and comfort their hearts, by 
walking orderly together in the faith and 
fellowſhip of the goſpel, and in all, holineſs 
and peace. You ſhou'd likewiſetreat them as 
the miniſters of Chriſt, in your fervent prayers 
to God for them, in your tender, reſpectful and c 
affectionate carriage toward them; in vindicat- re i 
ing their characters and miniſtrations from un- 
juſt reproaches, and ſiding with them againſt 
& Chriſt's and their enemies; and in commu- 
nicating to them of your temporal things, for 
their comfortable ſubſiſtence among you, 
while their time and ſtrength, their care 
and pains, and all the fruits of their expen- | 
five education and chriſtian experience are 
| : ſpent * 


* 


* 
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ſpent in communicating ſpiritual Ng to 
you. In theſe ways they are to be account- 
ed of and treated as the miniſters of Chriſt, 
and ſtewards of Fo myſteries of God. 


'Thus we "BEN as our time wou'd b 
gone thro' both parts of our text; and the 
nature of this diſcourſe is ſuch, as makes its 
own application, We may all herein ſee 
our duty, and our defects, to excite a holy 
_ diligence, to lay us low under a ſenſe of 
our utter inſufficiency, and to ſhew us 
what indiſpenſible need there is of grace 
from on high, to enable miniſters to act up 
to all the importance of their character, and 
hearers to behave toward them in a due cor- 
reſpondence to it. Let me therefore, for 
a concluſion of the whole, recommend what 
has been ſaid, in the former part of this 
diſcourſe, to my ſelf, and all my brethren 
in the miniſtry, and particularly to you, 
dear brother, who are now ſeparated to of- 
fice in this church, that we and you may 
- behave as miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards 
of the myſteries of God. 

Think, brother, of your truſt and chin, 


and of the folemn account you muſt one 


day give to Chriſt. Confider your ſelf as a 
ſervant, and as a fellow-ſervant with the reſt 
of his miniſters, that you may cultivate all | 


the duties of humility, and brotherly love, 


and of united ſervice with them, as opportu- 
nities 
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hriſt, 


low, 
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nities offer. Look well. to the Rate of your. 
AS own ſoul, and then to the ſtate of the flock, 


over which the Holy Ghoſt has made you 


overſeer, Keep cloſe to Chriſt's commiſſion, 


and labour to execute it in its full extent. 
Look upward for all direction and afliſtance, 
acceptance and ſucceſs, in your labours ; and 
take all your encouragements from him to 


animate you in them. Remember that you 


have a good maſter, who has promis'd to be 


= with you, and whoſe work is its own re- 
ward; and that, if he, who has put you in- 
| to the miniſtry, enables you to be found 


faithful in it, he will e er long appear, and 


give you the crown La life, which fadeth not 
0 


away. Watch therefore in all things; endure 
ictions, do the work of a paſtor and teach- 
er, and make full proof of your miniſtry, till at 
the cloſe of life, you, thro' grace, may be 
able to ſay with the Apoſtle, I have fought 


a good fight, I have finiſh'd my courſe, I baue: 
kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid u : 
Ver me a crown of righteouſneſs, which t 

Lord the righteous judge ſhall give me at that 
day; and not to me only, but unto all them 


alſo that love his appearing, 


And let me recommend what has been 

| ſaid, in the latter part of this diſcourſe, to 
every hearer and church-member, and par- 
11 cticularly to you, the hearers and members of, 
love, BY this church of Chriſt, who uſually worſhip 


portu- Bi here and in the neighbouring town, that you 
"AY R 
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may account of « every Goſpel-preacher, and 
particularly of your reverend Paſtor, as a 
miniſter of Chriſt, and ſteward of the myſte- | 
ries of God. Let what you have heard a- 
bout theſe eharacters be improved to direct, 
and influence your regards to him. Think 
of him, eſteem and honour him, ſuitable to 


his diſtinguiſh'd ſtation ; take heed of de- 


ſerting his miniſtry, or of any way grieving 


him; and let nothing be wanting in your pray- 
ers or cares, concern or labour, to help him 
forward in his great and difficult work, and 


to make it agreeable and delightful to him; 


both with regard to temporal and ſpiritual 
concerns. Remember that every ſoul of 
you muſt give an account to God of your 
behaviour toward him, and of your im- 
provement or miſimprovement of his mi- 
niſtry, which, as far as it may be according 
to divine approbation, will be unto God a 


feveet ſawour of Chrift in them that are ſau d, 


and in them that periſh, And let it be your 
chief concern, that ſach efficacious grace 
may accompany his miniſtrations as ſhallturn 
them into a ſavour, not of death unto death, 

but of life unto lite to you, that ye may be his 


joy and crown of rejoicing in the preſence 


of our Lord ane Chriſt at his coming. 
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I. XX F Hatever part of the univerſe IT  * 

N ſurvey, whether it be the wide » 
canopy of heaven above, or the — 
earthly ball beneath; as no creature can be 
the cauſe of, or give Being to itſelf, I there- 
fore conclude, there muſt be one ſupreme, 
unoriginated, ſelf-exiſtent Being, who cre- 


* 


ated all things that are in heaven and Col. i 16. 
earth; of whom, and through whom, and to "4s =. == 
whom, are all things; this Being we cal! 
God. I believe then, that God is; and be- 


| cauſe he, who gave being and perfection to _ 
- 
5 


F [rg * — 
* « 8 2 


all things, muſt have in himſelf all poſſible 
perfection, I believe, that he is infinitely 
perfect; and would baniſh from my mind, 
in my conceptions of him, every thing that Ps 
argues im perfection. 5 9 
II. But though the inviſible things of 9 
= God, from the creation of the world, are | 
clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things that 
care made, even his eternal power and gad. 
bead; þ that they are without excuſe, who Rm. 
ay there is no God; though the light of zo. 
nature points out to us ſomething of the | 
na- 
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nature and perfection of the Deity; yet, I 
believe for the more clear and glorious diſ- 
goyery of what God is in himſelf, what he 
has done for, and requires of us, weare in- 
debted to a certain neglected book, which is 
called, and which for its excellence above 
all others is deſervedly named, The Scripture. 
III. I believe that the Scripture, made up 
of the Old and New Teſtament, is the 
word of God; and that there is ſufficient 
proof of its divine original, if we con- 
fider the nature of its doctrines, the manner 
of ſpeaking, its ſcope and tendency, its 
preſervation, the fulfilling of its prophecies, 
the atteſtation of miracles, the effects of it 
upon the hearts and lives of men, and the 
perfect harmony and agreement of the 
whole, notwithſtanding the character and 
variety of the writers, and the diſtance of 
time, in which they liv'd: Theſe writings I 
believe to be a moſt perfect rule, both of 
faith and obedience, ſo that there is no need 
of human traditions. | —_ 
IV. I believe all that the Scripture de- 
clares of the nature and perfections of God, 
that he ſtands at the fartheſt remove from 
every thing of mixture, is an incorporeal 
Being, the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, . 
an infinite Spirit, who has all perfection in 
himſelf, and can receive no additional glory 
or bleſſedneſs; that he is independent, im- 
mutable, the ſovereign Lord of all, omni- 
prelent, 


et, 1 
diſ- 
at he 
e in- 
ch is 
bove 
ure. 
le up 

the 


cient 


E object of power, that do not claſh with his 
JW diction. I believe that he poſſeſſes all thoſe 


him, as the ocean of perfection; and yet, 


I Sut how little à portion is beard of him ! 
A and true God, whoſe name ſhall endure for*. ©. 
rations, when the gods that have not made Pal. ; 


= he heavens and the earth ſhall periſh from Jer. x. 1 


Holy Ghoſt, are this one God; that they 
are the ſame in ſubſtance, equal in power, 
and glory. I believe their diſtin& perſona- / 


2 
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bi 
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, FAITH) 
preſent, omniſcient, all- ſufficient, and al- 
mighty; able to do all things that are the 


erfections, or that do not argue a contra- 


perfections in the moſt eminent degree, 
which he has communicated to man: He is 
moſt wiſe, holy, juſt, good, patient, mer- 
ciful, and true; whatever good thing is 
found in the creature, be the channels of 
conveyance what they will, it flows from 


after our moſt elaborate enquiries into his 
nature, and our deepeſt reſearches into his 
infinitely glorious and adorable perfections, 
we mult be forc'd to acknowledge, that 
ſuch a Being can only know his infinite 
ſelf; and that no one of his perfections kan 
be meaſur'd by the ſhort line of any finite,, + 

mind, touching the Almighty, ae cannot find w, . 
bim out, Lo theſe are but part of bis ways, J = * il. 


* 


V. I believe there is but one only living Deut. vi. 


ever, and his memorial throughout all gene- g. 1 
cxxxv. 13. 


off the earth, and from under theſe heavens. 


VI. I believe, that the Father, Son, and 


lity, 
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lity, becauſe they all have perſonal pro- 
perties, characters, and actions aſcribed to 
them; and IJ conclude, that theſe three 
perſons ſubſiſt in the undivided effence of 
God, becauſe God tells me fo in his word, 
whom I think myſelf bound to believe in 
all he reveals; — it ſhould be as far 
above my reaſon, as the heaven is above the 
earth: Becauſe they. have the ſame names; 
attributes, works, and worſhip aſcrib'd | 
and paid to them, I believe them to be di- 
vine perſons. I believe the divinity of the 
Col. i. 17. Son of God, that he is before all things, and 
by him all things conſiſt. I alſo — the 
Holy Ghoft is truly God, and the proper ob- 
ject of divine worſhip ; in his name we are 
Match. baptiz'd, as well as that of the Father and 
XXVIIii. 19. Son. 

VII. I believe that, as all God's ways are 
judgment, he cannot be indetermin'd, de- 
claring the end from the beginning, and 
from antient times the things that are not 

| Tfai. xlvi. yet done, ſaying, My counſel ſhall land, and 
„ 7 ill do all my pleaſure. As he never be- 

4 gun to exiſt, ſo he never was without re- 
ſolution what he would do; yet he is not 
the author of fin, nor does the decree fo 
affect the actions of men, as to offer vio- 
lence to their wills; becauſe tho all things 2} 
come to paſs, according to, and are ren- | 
| * eventually neceſſary by, the divine De- 
ey Cree, 
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F FAIT EH. 
tree, yet they are not immediately cauſed 
by it. 5 | 
” VIIL. I believe that God created all things 
that are ih heaven or earth, for his owh _ 
glory; and amongſt the reſt, two ſets of 
intelligent creatures, angels and men: Some 
of the angels rebelling againſt their ſoye- 
reign, and breaking his commands, were 
diſpoſſeſs'd of their bliſsful abode ; and are 
reſerv'd in everlaſting chains under darkneſs, 
to the judgment of the great day. 

IX. I believe that God did not forſake 
the works of his hand, as ſoon as he made 
them ; but as he always had, ſo he now 
has, and will continue to have, a providen- 
tial influence upon them; and will ſo go- 
vern, ſuperintend, and manage all things, 
concerning them, as ſhall beſt accompliſh 
his wiſe ends and deſigns. His providence 
is converſant about intelligent creatures, 
and their actions both good and bad; 
about their good ones, by immediate direc- 
tion, or in a way of poſitive influx; about 
ſinful ones, in a permiſſive way. But tho 

| what 1s natural in a ſinful action, is under 
his influence, yet is not the obliquity or ſin- 
fulneſs of it to be charged upon him, any 
more than the deviating of a bowl, which 
has a ſtrong biaſs in it, from its true and 
ſtraight direction, is to be imputed to the , 
hand that gave it motion: And, as Gd #* 
made all things for himſelf; fo in his diſ- 
S poſing 
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_ poſing providence, he over-rules all things 
for his own glory, and his people's good. 

X. Man, the workmanſhip of the great 
God, was form'd out of the duſt of the 
earth, as to his material part; and as to his 
immaterial part, by the immediate power 
of God. I believe that Adam, the firſt cre- 
ated of the human race, was placed at the 
head of the lower creation; that he was 
conſtituted the head, and repreſentative of 
all his poſterity ; and that God entred into 
a covenant of works with our firſt parents, 
gave them a law, to be the rule of their o- 


bedience ; for the enforcing which, he was 


leas'd to annex a threatning of death in 


caſe of difobedience, which implied a pro- 


mile of life, upon their obedience. They thus 
being placed in a ſtate of trial, Satan, an apo- 
ſtate angel, having difinherited himſelf. of | 
happineſs, and not being able to look at ano- 
ther's bleſſedneſs, without pining, envied man 


his happineſs ; and being inveterate againſt 


God's honour, inſinuated into them a ſuſ- 
picion of his infinite veracity. They being 


left to the freedom of their own will, liſten'd 


to the ſuggeſtions of their enemy, broke 
the covenant, fell from the happy ſtate in 
which they were created, were baniſh'd 
paradiſe, loſt that bliſsful communion with 
God they before enjoy'd, and expos'd them- il 
ſelves to the ſevere diſpleaſure of their of- 
fended Maker. = 

XI. But 
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of Far T H. 
XI. But the covenant being made with 


Adam, not as a private, but as a publick 
perſon, as the federal head and repreſen- 


tative of all his poſterity ; I believe the ma- 


lign conſequences of his diſobedience did 
not terminate -in himſelf, but extended 
themſelves to all deſcending from him, by 


43 


ordinary generation. By one man ſin entred Rom. v. 


into the world, and death by fin, and f6"2- 
= death paſſed upon all men, for that all have 


W /7:med. By the offence of one, judgment came 


- * 


| upon all men, to condemnation. 


XII. I believe God could not have been 
charged with the leaſt injuſtice, if he had 


left all mankind to have periſhed in this 


ſtate of fin and miſery ; but intending to 


alorify the riches of his ſovereign grace, as 
well as diſplay the glories of his awful 
= juſtice, whilſt he left one 
= world to periſh, in that ſtate of fin and 
miſery, which he foreknew they 


part of the 


would 
bring themſelves into; and appointed them 


would commit; he did out of his 
free, rich, ſovereign, and ſelf-moving grace, 
from the beginning, chuſe a part of Adam's 
fallen apoſtate race, to ſalvation as the end, 


8 2 


We are by Rom. v. 
nature children of wrath ; expoſed to puniſb- 18. 
1 . | 2 5 : . J s 4 Eph. 11, Z. 
= ent, both in this world, and that which is 

= 70 come. | 
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Rom. x1. according to the election ot grace, wha 

10. ts being from eternity ordain'd to eternal life, 
48. doin time believe. 

XIII. In order to God's bringing about 

the” deſigns of his grace to his choſen, in | 

a way that ſhould do honour to all the | 

perfections of his nature; I believe, infi- 

nite wiſdom, prompted by infinite love, 

having found. out the way in which the 

rights of juſtice might be reſtor'd, and 

the pleas of mercy accompliſh'd ; the way 

in which God might be honour'd, in ap- 

pearing juſt, at the ſame time as he was 

the juſtifier and ſaviour of him that believes | 

in Jeſus; he entrcd into a covenant with 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and with all his cho- 

ſen in him: in which coyenant it was {ti- 

pulated betwixt the Father and Son, b 

their mutual conſent, that Chriſt ſhoull 7 

come into the world, and pay the price 

of our redemption requir'd by juſtice ; and 

that, as the conſequence of this generous 

undertaking, he ſhould ſee of the travail 

1. Hi. 11. Of his ſoul, to his abundant fatisfaction ; WM 

Pfal. xxii ſhould ave a feed to ſerve him, and a name 

Fil ir. g Ci den him above every name. 3 

XIV. I believe that when the fulneſs of 

time was come, Chriſt made his appearance | : 

upon earth, aſſum'd our nature into union 

with his divine perſon, was conceived in the 

womb of the Virgin Mary by the immedi- 

ate operation of the Holy Ghoſt, whereb i, 
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rho he was exempted from that fin, in which all 
] life, 


are involv'd that come into the world by or- 


dinary generation. I believe Chriſt Jeſus 


L the great Mediator betwixt us and juſtice, 
en, in is both God and man; that he has twodiſtinct 


natures, united, in an incomprehenſible 
manner, in one perſon, by virtue of which 
union, ſuch a value is deriv'd to the obedi- 


W ence perform'd and ſufferings endur'd in his 
human nature, as makes his offering 


hu g accep- 
table to God, and efficacious for us; and 
tho' his ſufferings were but temporal, yet 


they were ſufficient to counterpoiſe eternal. 


XV. I believe that Chriſt, in the diſ- 


charge of his mediatorial work, executes the 
offices of prophet, prieſt, and king. As a 
| prophet he came from the boſom of the fa- 


as an advocate he appears now before the 26.1 


throne of God for them, in the virtue of 


his blood: As a king, he ſubdues his people 
to himſelf, gives laws to and governs them, 
rules and reigns in their hearts, defends 


| them from their enemies, and ſupports 


them under all the oppoſition they meet 


| with in their way to Heaven. 


XVI. I believe that Chriſt was made un- 


der the law both ceremonial and moral, that 


he has entirely aboliſh'd the former, and per- 


$ 


oY . 


| fins of his people, by the ſacrifice of himſelf; Heb. is. | 


46 A ConrEsSSION 
fectly obey'd the latter, in its extent and 
* iu. ſpirituality ; He fulfill d all righteouſneſs. 
„ VXVII. Such was his love to thoſe he un- 
dertook to ſave, that he encounter'd death, 
with all its terrors, and in its moſt hideous | 
form, underwent the cruel and ignominious 
death of the croſs, and bore the fins of all 
thoſe that were given him, and only of 
I Pet. ii. thoſe, in his own body, on the tree. _ 
a XVIII. I believe the ſoul of our Saviour 
Was actually ſeparated from his body, that 
going into the world of ſpirits, his being 
Acts ii. buried for a time; but that i? was not poſſible 
24» 27. for him to be held of death ſo long as to ſee cor- | 
ruption: Therefore, 
XIX. I believe, that on the third day he 
roſe from the dead, in a glorious manner, 
Rom. i. 4. Whereby he declar'd himſelf to be the jon of | 
2 God, evidenc'd the acceptableneſs of his ſacri- 
fice, and its efficacy, for the obtaining thoſe 
ends, for which it was appointed, and by | 
x Cor. xv. it gave aſſurance to his people, of heir re- 
ſlerrection from the dead at the laſt day. 3 
Acts i. z. XX. I believe, that be ſhewed himſelf alive 
5 after his paſſion, by many infallible proofs, be- 
ing ſeen of the Apoſtles forty days, and ſpeak- i 
mo ing of the things pertaining Jo the kingdom of 
Mat Cod; and having all power in Heaven and 
viii. 18. Earth committed to him, he left inſtructions i 
for the adminiſtration of the affairs of his 
bh. iv. kingdom, and afterwards aſcended far above i 
e heavens, and fits bighly exalted at i 
' 38 Po, right 
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= of FAITH | 
bt hand of the majeſty on high, and there Heb. i. 3. 
vill continue ill the time of the reſtitution act ii. 
all things. | „ 
XXI. I believe that after our Saviour's 
leath, aſcenſion into Heaven, the Holy Ghoſt 
deous came down to carry on his deſigns of grace 
inious in the world, and was pour'd forth in an 
of all extraordinary manner, upon the Apoſtles 
ly of and Evangeliſts, who bore witneſs to the 
W truth they deliver'd, by many unconteſted 
W miracles, and who, under the conduct of 
W the Spirit, who led them into all truth, were 
WT inſtrumental in the gathering and ſettling of 
WS churches. 3 

= XXII. I believe that Chriſt, the great head 
of the church, has inſtituted two ſacraments 
only, Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper; the 
= firſt of which is an initiating ordinance, and 
belongs to the infants of profeſſing believers, 
MY unleſs we ſuppoſe that the privileges of inn 
fants under the goſpel-diſpeniation are a- 
bridged, and leſs than theirs under the legal 
were. The Lord's Supper is a confirming, 
comforting, and commemorating ordinance, 
In which the believer feeds on Chriſt by 
aith, derives front him ſpiritual ſtrength 
and refreſhment, and does afreſh covenant 
Sith his God, and ingage himſelf to be the 
= ord's. Sf 
ictions Wl XXIII. I believe that for the preaching 2 
of his of the goſpel, and a due adminiſtration of 


1 


above theſe ordinances, Chriſt has appointed a N 


right 


t and 
f. 
e un- 
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A CONFESSION 
diſtin order of men, paſtors and teachers; 
Tit.ii. 15. Who are likewiſe to exhort, and rebuke, with 
Tit. i. 9 all authority, to do their endeavour 70 con- 
Di nce gainſayers, to defend the truth when 

Jude ver. Oppos'd, 20 contend earneſtly for the faith 
3 once ber to the ſaints, to reclaim ſuch as 
tranſgreſs, to detect falſe hopes, to reduce 
the wanderer, to direct the miſled, to a- 
waken the ſecure, to reſtore the backſlider, 
to comfort the mourner, to reſolve the 
doubting, to ſupport the feeble, to ſuccour 
Jude ver. the tempted, and fo build up the Jaints in 
20. their moſt holy faith: All which they are to 
attempt in an humble and conſtant depen- | 
dance on the aids of the Holy Spirit, with-| 
out whoſe aſſiſtance all will be in vain ; Paul 
f Cor. ii; Plants, Apollos waters, but God gives the 
6. zncreaſe. 
XXIV. I believe that all the bleflings off 
the covenant of grace, ſuch as juſtification, i 
adoption, ſanctification, and a right to - b 
. ternal life are purchaſed by Chriſt, and a 
plied to thoſe, and thoſe alone, by t 
ſpirit, for whom they were purchaſed: 0. g 
therwiſe Chriſt muſt have purchas d bleſſings 
for thoſe who ſhould never reap any benefit 
thereby; nor can I think that Chriſt procur df 3 
a poſſibility of falvation for all, or died to 
bring all men into a falvable ſtate, and then 
fuſpended the efficacy of his redemption up- I 
on the free-will of man, ſo that it ſnould be 4 
in his power, and at his option to wege ity 
| effec- 


5 of FAITH. 
cual or not, as he pleas'd; unleſs we ſup- 
e, with oſe, that the will of Chriſt is to be ſubject- 
2 co. to, and depend on the capricious will of 
when an, and on ſome uncertain conditions to be 
Faith Nerform'd by him. "Or 'X 
ſuch as XXV. I believe that juſtification, which 
reduce ſh an act of God's free grace, wherein he 
to a- Hardons our ſins, and accepts us as righ- 
Nous in his ſight, is owing not to any thing 
Wrought in us, or done by us, but to the 


«ſlider, Bl 
ve the r 
ive and paſſive obedience of Chriſt im- 


ſuccour Wl 


Ke 


ord have we righteouſneſs; and are made *# 


9 
GER 


ted to us, and received by faith: In the Il. xv. 


depen- ymely through bis comelineſs put upon us; Exek. xvi, 


ing., /u/t:fied by faith, we have peace with 14. 
5 Paul I | Fi 
XXVII. I believe that faith, which is juſ- 
tying, is no precarious uncertain thing, 
dr is it in our own power; but it is the gift 
= God, the operation of his Spirit, 
it to e- d ſecured to all the elect in the covenant 
race; its nature conſiſting in flying to 
by the Wriſt, under a ſenſe of an utter inability to 
ſed : O- ver our ſelves from that miſery we are 
Jleffings Wi oly'd in, receiving him in all his offices, 
benefit Nd relying upon his righteouſneſs, for par- 
procurd n of ſin, and acceptance of our perſons. 
XXVII. I believe that as faith in our 
rd Jeſus Chriſt, fo repentance towards 
tion up- dd, and a real and univerſal change of 
ould be Mert and life, are indiſpenſably nals to 
tender it ation, that except we repent we ſhall all, 
effec- | | 


ad through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Rom. v. 
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1 A CoNFESSION 
Heb. xii. periſb; that without holineſs no man ſhall ſet 
the Lord; the ſacred pavement of Heaven's 
hure manſions muſt never be defil'd with 
unhallow'd feet TEST Gs 
XXVIII. I believe that this change, which 

is called a being born again, a paſſing away 
of old things and all things becoming new, 
cannot be effected by any power of our own, 
Jer. xi. the Leopard may as ſoon change his ſpots, and 
ed the Ethiopian as ſoon waſh out the ſable dark- 
neſs of his ſkin; nay the dead may as well 

leave their graves, as thoſe, who are dead 

in treſpaſſes and ſins, can quicken them- 
ſelves to a divine and ſpiritual life; ſo ſtrong 

| does the current of man's inclination to fin, 
whilſt he is in a ſtate of nature, run, that 

none but a power divinely ſtrong can turn 

Eph. ii. It: The creating us anew in Chriſt Feſus unto 
19. good works is a work no way inferior to that 
of the firſt creation; as it is a ſupernatural 
work, which muſt be refolvd into the 

Eph. i. working of that mighty power which God | 


19, 20. orought in Chriſt, when he raiſed him from | 


Zhe dead: By the efficacious operation of 
the Holy Spirit, the natural darkneſs of our 
minds is ſcatter'd, and by his divine energy 
and almighty agency, our wills and affec- 
tions turn to God, and fix on him as the 
center of their reſt, | 
XXIX. I believe that the power and 
grace, which the Holy Ghoſt diſcovers, and | 
exerts, in this work, is ſo exceeding great, 
| = as | 


So x9 
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of FAI T R. 51 
as not to be reſiſted, unleſs we ſuppoſe the | 
creature's power can counterpoiſe, or be _. 
7 4 1 al. xliii. 
ſuperior to the Creator; but if he works, 3. 


20 can lett it, or who hath refiſted bis Rom. ix. 


will 2 N 
XXX. I believe it is through the con- 
tinued powerful influences of the Holy Spi- 
rit, that believers mortify the deeds of the Rom. viii. 
body, make advances in the divine life, and 
are made meet to be partakers of the inbes Col. i. 12. 
ritance of the ſaints in ligblt. 4 
XXXI. I believe that. thoſe, who are 
brought into a ſtate of grace, ſhall never 
totally or finally apoſtatize, never draw 
back to perdition ; but be kept by the power Heb. x. 
of God, through faith, unto ſalvation. The 39; _ . 


ö | . 1. 8 _- 
gifts and calling of God are without repen- Rom. = 2 


tance; whom he once loves, he loves to the 9 
end; and having begun a good awork in them, Neu xi. 
he will perform it until the day of Feſus phil. i. 6, 

Chriſt : And tho' ſometimes for their fins he : 


may hide his face, and ſeem to hold them for 


enemies; tho' for their breaking his ſtatutes, 


and not keeping his commandment, he may A 
vifit their tranſgreſſions with the rod, and Pr. lexxix. 
their iniquities with ſtripes; ſo that they 3 32. | 


may think he hath forgotten to be gracious, 9 
and hath 77 anger ſhut up his tender mercies : Pf. hei. 
Yet his Joving-kindnefs he will not utterly, . 

a | . 3 Pſ. Ixxxix. A 
take from them, nor fuſfer his. faithfulneſs zz. = 
7a fail; but will guide them by his coun- Pf. Ixil. 
ſel, and afterwards receive them ta glory. ** 8 

H 2 XXXII. 


32 Gen ratif6 


XXXII. Ibelieve God hath appointed a day, 
As xvii. 77 Which he doi Il judge the world in righteouſneſs ;- 
n and when that day ſhall come, I believe the 
bodies of men ſhall be rais'd, and their ſouls 
„ reunited to them; thoſe that are found alive 
x Cor. xv. ſhall be changed, and all be ſummor'd to 
* pear; and be gather'd together beforgthe 

Abona of Chriſt, the judge of quick and 
dead; who will, in the fame nature he ap- 
d in on carth, come again in the clouds 
of heaven, attended with an innumerable 
company of angels, to paſs the ſolemn and 
deciſive ſentence upon all men, according 
3 Cor. v. to the deeds done in the body; and to con- 
19- ſign the two diviſions of the world to their 
eternal abode. | 
XXXIII. I believe, this his deſcending froth: 
heaven in power and great glory, will be a 
pleaſing 2 to the righteous, who will lift up 
their heads with joy, becauſe the day of their 
Luke xxi. compleat redemption is fully come; they 
8. ſhall meet with great applauſe, a blefled re- 
ception, and be highly advanced: But the 
wicked, with aking hearts, and ghaſtly 
viſages, will ſtand before the judgment- 
ſeat; and with deep amazement ſhall lift up 
their affrighted eyes, to ſee the judge appear 
in his awful glory, whom they have de- 
ſpis d, abus'd, and hated; horror, dread- 
fully keen, will ſtrike through their ſouls, 
and amazing anguiſh ſtare through their 


yes when they ſee the judge W 
an 


1 
% 
5 


ous ſhall aſcend with their exalted Redeemer 


break their reſt, no ſorrow to diminiſh 


of PA. 171 34 : 


and glaring vengeance ſparkling in his. Wan 


The voice that pronounces the ſqund de. 
part, ſhall be more dreadful and ſhocking, 
than the loudeſt thunder; they ſhall ſeek to 
hide themſelves from the I of him that 7's 
ſits upon the throne ; but, as they could not Rev. y 5 
decline the judgment, they will not be able 16. 
to hinder the execution of the ſentence. 
XXXIV. I believe the wicked will be Pl. ix. 17. 
turned into hell, baniſhed the bliſsful pre- 
ſence of God, and be confin'd in the dark, 
dreary, hideous caverns of everlaſting night, 
in the fiery cells prepared for the devil and _ XXV, . 
his angels; in that horrible priſon, where © 
black deſpair keeps up for ever the diſmal 
horrors of its gloomy reign. 
XXXV. Finally, I believe that the righte- 


to glory, and be received into thoſe man- 

ſions, which are prepared for them; where 

they ſhall ſhine as the ſun in the kingdom of Matt. wil, 
their Father: They ſhall have no ſin to#: 


their bleſſedneſs; faith ſhall be exchanged for 
viſion, expectation ſhall end in fruition, and 
every defire be ſucceeded by enjoyment ; 
there they will recount the labours they un- 
derwent, and will love and bleſs that God, 
who by his grace brought them ſafe through 
the wilderneſs to heaven's promis'd land : 
Heayen ſhall * with united hallelu- 


jt, | 


1 ' 


534 A Conrzxss1ron of FAT H. 
Jabs, and the joyful acclamations of praiſe, 
perfect holineſs and happineſs ſhall keep 
pace, throughout the long duration of in- 

finite ages; /o ſhall they be ever with the 

'x Ther, Lord, in whoſe preſence is fulneſs of joy, 

2 i79- and at whoſe right hand there are pleaſures 


XVI. 
it. for evermore. 
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CHARGE 
Mr. FILLIAM VO HSO 


Reverend and Dear Brother, 

OU have this day enter'd upon an 
office, which is moſt honourable, 
and attended with great difficulties ; 
you have taken upon you the care of ſouls, 
as an under-ſhepherd, ſerving the great Shep- 
herd, and Biſhop of ſouls; your work, the 
dignity of which has been well ſet forth by 
my reverend brother, it muſt be own'd 1s 
arduous; but you are not left without a 
ſure directory, the word of the unerring 
God; and you have a moſt powerful af- 
ſiſtant, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
no leſs than the wonderful counſellor, and 

8 1 


5 8 1 if C to 

the mighty God, to be at hand to help you, 
if you look to him by faith for aid, who 
has promiſed to be with his miniſters al- 
ways, even to the end of the world, if they 
go on teaching whatſoever he has com- 
manded them. Suffer me then to exhort 
you, depending on Chriſt for illumination, 
to ſearch the ſcriptures continually ; and for 
your direction in the particular duties of a 
paſtor, often read over that admirable ſpeci- 
men of divine Rhetoric, in which the 
paſſions are touch'd in a moſt maſterly man- 
ner, the ſolemn charge which Paul, the 
greateſt miniſter that ever was, of a mere 
man, gave to the elders of the church at 
Epheſis ; ; which the Evangeliſt Luke has ſet 
down in the twentieth chapter, of the As 
of the Apoſtles : Be alſo very frequently con- 
verſant in thoſe admirable paſtoral letters, 
which he wrote to the Evangeliſts Timothy 

and Tits, his ſons after the common faith; 
and you will find the miniſterial work in 
general, and the dutys which are incumbent 
upon us, as paſtors of churches, moſt ex- 
cellently ſet forth. Bear in mind what he 
gave in charge to Timothy; and think that 
he therein ſpeaks to you and me, and all of 
us, who are inveſted. with the ſame ſacred 
office, as Timothy was, tho' without his ex- 
traordinary gifts. Permit me then, with 
all ſolemnity, as knowing you and I are in 
the preſence of the great ſhepherd of the 
fheep, 


My. WII IIA JoRNSO NV. 
ſheep, who ſearches our hearts, and before 
whoſe bar we muſt one day appear, to preſs 
you earneſtly to keep in your mind the two 
following charges of the Apoſtle; the one 


whereto thou art called, and haſt profeſs d a 


thee charge, in the fight of God, who-quickens 
all things, and of Chrift Feſus, who before 


that thou keep this charge without ſpot, and 


W 7e/us Chriſt; which in his own times he will 
Vero, who 1s the bleſſed and only Potentate, the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, who only 


proachable, whom no man has ſeen, nor can 


all judge the quick and the dead, at his 
appearance, and his kingdom, preach the 
word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſtated ſeaſons, 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuf= 
| fering and doctrine; for the time will come 
when they will not endure found doftrine, but 
after their own luſts, ſhall they heap up to 


their ears from the truth, and will be turn'd 
to fables ; but watch thou in all things, ſuf- 
ter hard ſervice, do the work of an evangeliſt, 

"© v 1 Ful- 


good profeſſion before many witneſſes. I give 


| Pontius Pilate 4o/tnefſed a good confeſſion, + 


unrebukeable, till the appearing of the Lord 


has. immortality, dwelling in light unap- 


themſelves teachers, and they will turn away 


59 


is, Follow after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, and 1 Tim. vi. 
faith, love, patience, meekneſs; fight tbe 11. —16. 


good fight of faith, lay hold of eternal life, 


fee. The other runs thus; I charge thee be- 2 Tim. iv. 
fore God, and the Lord Feſus Chrift, who” 5 


45 dune Fl 


" l thy min ifiry. Theſe ſolemn charges 


I leave to your frequent conſideration ; and 
in what I have elſe to fay, I would not be 
thought ſo vain as to attempt ſo much as to 
etch out the whole work of a goſpel- mi- 
niſter, having neither ability nor time for 
ſuch an arduous undertaking. I ſhall beg 
your patience, whilſt, not as a dictator, 
but as a chriſtian monitor, I point out ſome 
things, which at all times are incumbent 
on thoſe who ſerve by God's altar; but 
in particular: in the degenerate age in which 
we live. ; 


I. I would, in FR name of Chriſt, ex- 


hort you, to take heed of your doctrine, 
Let the ſubject you preach upon be con- 


ſiſtent with the faith that was once de- 
liver'd to the ſaints. The Apoſtle Paul thus 


Tit ü. 1, Charged Titus, Speak thou the things which 


77 8 


are conſiſtent with found doftrine ; ſhewing in 
teaching uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, 
and found ſpeech ; which can not be condem- 
ned: And he has poſitively declared, that 


Tit. i. _ a paſtor, or biſhop, muſt be blameleſs as the 


9, 10, 11- feward of God, holding faſt. the faithful 


word, as he has been taught, that he may 
be able by found ſpeech, to exhort and convince 


gain-ſayers ; for there are many unruly and 


vain talkers, whoſe mouths muſt be flop'd. 
Your doctrine will be ſound, if it is agree- 
able to the tenor of divine revelation, Now 


- the 


Ines prod kannd „ W — CY YT ORR" EE 


M.. WILLIAM JOHNSON. 
the drift of ſcripture is, to ſet forth the 
ivine perfections, in their harmony, to 
exalt the ſacred Three, who have taken 
their different parts in the @conomy of our 
falvation, to depreſs the- fallen creature, to 
magnify the riches of free grace, and to en- 
force holineſs: Let me beg of you then to 
avoid all plauſible notions, which ſet up 
one perfection of God to the injury of an- 
other; to deteſt every ſcheme that is cal- 
culated to detract from the ſupreme glory 
of the Son and the Spirit, and to rob them 


of their true and proper Deity ; to be afraid 


of every bold attempt of fallen creatures, 


to ſtand up for what they call the dignity 


of human nature ; to ſtart at the thought 
of detracting from the free, the rich, the 
ſovereign grace of God and Chriſt ; and to 


riſe up with a holy indignation againſt all 


who would tell you, that good works are 


in no ſenſe neceſſary to ſalvation. If you 
carefully regard theſe things, you will ſteer 
an even courſe ; you will not run into the 
folly, which is too epidemical, of advancing 


one goſpel-truth to the diſparagement of 
another; and you will, in avoiding any 


particular extreme, keep from the indiſcre- 
tion of running into one different, and per- 
haps full as hurtful. ; e 

Lou ought particularly, going according 
to i to. let your people into 
the knowledge of the different pafts the ſa- 
l cred 
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A CHARGE 20 
cred Three have taken in bringing : about our 
falvation; that ſo they may be more appriz'd 
of the obligations they owe to each of them. 
The Father choſe his people to holineſs, out 
of his ſovereign pleaſure ; ſtand up then for 
the important doctrine of free and abſolute 
election, and if you meet with any who 
will not bear it, conſider, you are- not to 
give an account of your ſtewardſhip to them; 
remember that they who deny God's ſove- 
reignty, ſtrip him of one of his perfections, 
and recollect, whether you have never ob- 
ſerved, what others have, that when the 
potſheards of the earth have begun to talk 
againſt election, they very often have run 
on till, having contradicted and blaſphemed 
every doctrine of the goſpel, they have cen- 
ter'd in Deiſm. Chriſt, who was God ma- 
nifeſted in the fleſh, died for our offences, 
and made full ſatisfaction to divine juſtice; 
reckon it then your glory to ſtand up for his 
ſupreme deity, and proper perſonality, againſt 
all who make him a creature or a divine 

ower; for the perfection and infinite value 
of his fatisfaction, againſt all who deny his 
having offer'd himſelf up a proper ſa- 
crifice, and make his death to be what fell 
out in the ordinary courſe of things; and 
againſt thoſe, who out of a regard to the 
fancy of univerſal redemption, repreſent him 
as dying for ſome at leaſt in vain. The Ho- 
ly Spirit by. his almighty power regenerates, 
converts, 
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Mr. WILEIAu Jounson. 63 
converts, ſanctifies, makes meet for, and  * 
brings to glory all the elect of the Father, 
and the redeemed of the Son ; do then your " 
ſelf the honour to plead for his real perſona- „ 
lity, againſt ſuch as make him a name or _ 
attribute ; and for his deity againſt ſuch as 
repreſent him to be a creature of a creature; 
and for his efficacious grace, againſt all 
who ridicule and blaſpheme his operations. 
judge it to be worth while to ſtand the brunt 

| of a little hoſtile ſcorn, whilſt you defend 
the honour of the ſacred Three on earth, be- 
cauſe when you get to heaven, you will 
count it your higheſt happineſs, in the com- 
pany of angels and archangels, to praiſe and 
adore them. 
I would not be underſtood, when I ex- 
hort you to defend theſe glorious and fun- 
damental doctrines of the goſpel, to be ad- 


viſing you to drop any truth. It was what 
the Apoſtle Paul gloried in, that he had 


8 not ſbun d to declare the whole coun ſel of God. yg... 

* You muſt preach Chriſt, if you would not) 

e ſhew your ſelf unworthy of the name of a 

e miniſter; you muſt ſet him forth, in his j 
8 perſon, in his divine glory, in his mediato- 1 


ry tranſactions, in his death, reſurrection, 
ſitting at God's right hand, and coming to 
judgment; and you muſt. unfold to believers 
the privileges that redound to them from his 4 
death and exaltation : But you would declare 
4 only a _— of the counſel of God, if you did | 
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not preſs upon your hearers the obſervances 
of the duties, which are incumbent on all; 


who have believed in him. Therefore if you 
ſhould ever meet with any of that corrupt 


herd, who pretend to be only for hearing 


deep diſcourſes, as they call them, about e- 


lecting love, and free rich grace, but cannot 
with patience bear any thing to be ſaid about 
duty, exert your talents, in urging the ne- 
ceſſity of holineſs in all who hope to ſee the 
Lord; tho' this may make you be call'd a 
legal preacher. Suit your preaching to the 
different ſtates and frames of thoſe who hear 
you ; ſhew ſinners their need of Chriſt, ſtrive 
to inſtruct the ignorant, and to give ſtrong 


food to ſuch, as are men in Chriſt; make | 


known the terrors of the Lord, to ſuch as are 


ſnoring on the bed of indolence; apply the 


corroding medicines of the law to ſuch as 
think they are ſomething, when they are 
nothing; comfort thoſe that are caſt down; 


and adminiſter the reviving cordials of the 
promiſes of the goſpel to the mourners in 


Sion. Look up to Chriſt to give you more and 
more of the holy 1kill, of being able to give 


all chriſtians their bread i in due ſeaſon, that | 


ſo you may make ſome progrets in that uſe- 
ful part of ſpiritual learning, of being able 
to deal faithfully and judiciouſly with per- 
ſons, whoſe circumſtances. are various, and 
whoſe ſpirits have a different turn, | 


or connection. [ 
Paul faid to Timothy, 1 put thee in remem- 2 Tim. i. 


Mr. WII IIA MU Jo why ON, 


I. Let me beg you to take heed; as to 
your preparing for your publick miniſtra- 
tions, and your managing your ſelf in them. 
F requently beg the aſſiſtance of Chriſt and 
his Spirit, to help you to prepare for your 
teaching others; whilſt your ſtrength con- 
tinues, keep cloſe to your ſtudies; ſearch the 
ſcriptures, eſpecially in the original languages, 
in which it pleaſed the Spirit to indite them; 
be converſant in the ſyſtems of divinity and 
other writings of our ſound Calviniſtical di- 
vines, however they may now be by 
many deſpiſed; endeavour to make your 
ſelf maſter of the many controverſies, which 
have diſturbed the peace of the church. In 
preaching do not put off your hearers with 
what coſt you nothing, and do not mind 
thoſe ſimple ſouls, who imagine a miniſter 
is, as they ſay, carried out, if he belches 
forth a heap of bombaſt tuff without ſenſe 
Conſider what the Apoſtle 


brance, that thou ftir up the gift that: is inb. 
thee. How this was to be done, the Apo- 
{tle has told us in theſe words; give attendance 
to reading, t exhortation, and to doctrine; 
neglet} not the gift that is in thee ; meditate 
on theſe things, (or ſtudy theſe things before- 
hand) give thy ſelf —— to them, that thy 
profiting may appear to all. Preach what 
Cloſe 8 ſtudy has fixed on your 
5 heart; 
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heart; digeſt your thoughts i in ſuch a me- 
thod, as may be helpful to the underſtand- 
ing, and aſſiſting to the memory of ſuch as 
ſit under your miniſtration; do not amuſe 


Chriſtians with high flights of fancy, and 
great ſwelling words of vanity, for that is 
robbing them of their time; do not affect 
that ſilly extreme of ſaying ſomething fine ] 
and ſtriking in every ſentence, for that ist 
awkward and unnatural, and many whb Wl i 
ſeem'dcut out to be ingenious men have ſpoil'd t 
themſelves by it; deliver nothing in the pul- i 
pit, but what you from the heart believe to 
be true and important; avoid all low matters, Ml 
and ſtand off from what is mean; neither IM v 
extend your ſermons to an undue length, Ml { 
nor branch them into a great number of Ml 1: 
particulars, nor huddle together a great t! 
cluſter of texts of ſcripture, which neither t. 


illuſtrate your ſubject, nor are explain'd by WW 2 
you; each of theſe ways makes what is de- li. 
liver'd uſelefs, or tireſome to judicious hear- ne 
ers. Take care likewiſe of your diction; do MW tc 
not grate the ears of honeſt plain chriſtians MW 1a 
with rumbling, ſonorous, and bombaſtic ex- MW ur 
preſſions, which have no idea annex'd tone 
them; and donot offend hearers more refined | 
with coarſe language, clumſy, ſlovenly ex- 
preſſions, and the dreggiſh way of ſpeaking, 
which debaſes the majeſty of ſacred things. 
Avoid a pert quaint ſtile, which diſcredits the 
ſublime 


Mr. WII IIA Jo HNSON, 57 | 
ſublime truths of Scripture; flight what is 
now call'd a polite way of talking ; endeavour- | 


that your ſtile be plain without obſcurity, 
in ſome degree majeſtic without coarſeneſs, 
grave without levity, 


without affectation. Imitate the ſtile of the 


Holy Scriptures, in which are all the beau- 


ties of language. Follow nature; in reaſon- 
ing and arguing, do not aim at a raiſed me- 


taphorical way of exprefling your ſelf; and 


in ſetting forth thoſe ſubjects, which admit 


of pomp of language, do not run into a dry 


unimbelliſh'd way of ſpeaking. Aim at 


what is the true perfection of writing, and 


ſpaking, in- a ſet way, which is making the 
ſound an echo to the ſenſe, or taking care 
that the words bear ſome reſemblance to 


the ideas they are deſign'd to expreſs. Do 
not miſtake rattling bombaſt for true ſub- 

lime, nor dreggiſh meanneſs for eaſy plain- 
| neſs, If you follow nature, you cannot take 


too much pains to poliſh your diction ; but 
labouring after any thing which is ſtiff and 
unnatural, is pains thrown away to no man- 
ner of purpoſe 


III. Let me earneſtly 28 you to take 
heed to your ſelf, to your walking, con- 
duct, and behaviour both in the world, and 
in the church. The Scripture has declared, 
that @ bi/hop * F blameleſs, vigilant, 


ſober, 


and natural and eaſy 
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ſaber, of Mo behaviour, inclined to boſpitali ty, 


25 5» 7 apt fo teach, not given to wine, no friker, 


not greedy of unjuſt gain, but patient, not 


contentious, not covetous, one who rules his 
own houſe well, he muſt likewiſe have a good 
report among them that are without, lzſi he 


fall into the reprodch and ſnare of the devil. 


1 Tim. iv. 
12. 


Look then upon your ſelf to be obliged to 
practiſe ſtrict ſerious religion, and to be an 
example to the church, over which you pre- 
ſide, in all things that are commendable, 
according to the apoſtolical direction, 
Be thou an example 40 believers in word, in 
converſation, in love, in ſpirit, in faith, in 
purity. Avoid all intemperance; fly the 
leaſt appearance of evi]; give not way to a 
light Trothy carriage; for tho' ſome allow- 
ance muſt be made to natural temper, yet a 
flaſhy behaviour is a blemiſh in a miniſter: 
Let there be a dignity in your behaviour, be 
rave and ſerious, without putting on the 
fooliſh airs of a gloomy, ſtiff, and ridicu- 
louſly preciſe behaviour; let your words be 
ſeaſon'd with grace, and in your converſa- 
tion ler your light fo ſhine before men, that 
ethers ſeeing Jour good works, may gherify yer 
Father which 1s in heaven. < 
Act in all things with lincerity ; in your 
preaching be free and open in diſcovering your 
ſentiments, that ſo you may not cheat your 
people; never entertain a favourable thought 


of that execrable and enormous deceit, which 
thoſe 
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Mr. William JOHNSON. 
thoſe have been guilty of, who have preached 
many years, and yet have boaſted that it has 
not been known what opinions they have 


entertain'd. In all your behaviour let there 


be an honeſt frankneſs, govern'd by due pru- 
dence : Follow Chriſt's advice, to mix the 
wiſdom of the ſerpent with the innocence of 
the dove: Be juſt in your dealings with all 
men, and do not, under the cloak of outward 


ſanctity, be guilty of ſelf-ſeeking. Do not 


ſeek your own things, to the neglect of and 


more than the things of Chriſt; let not 


what is yours interfere with what is his, 
and take care not to promote your private 


Intereſt, in an undue manner, by the things 


of Chriſt, 


Look upon humility to be your greateſt 
ornament. It is the mark of ã novice to 


be lifted up with ſpiritual pride, and fo to 
reſemble the devil in that fin, which was the 


_ occaſion of his fall. The Apoſtle Paul has L 
told us, that a b:/hop muſt not be a Novice, , Tim iis, 


I being puff 'd wp, or blown up with pride, . 


he falls into the condemnation of the devil. 


. 5 35 
Never give way to a haught imperious tem 

Per or deportment; however, never run into 
the extremè of a mean ſervile behaviour: 
Follow, in your lower meaſure, the pattern 


of the great founder of our religion; in him 


there was a moſt amiable mixture of dignity 


and meekneſs, of authority and condeſcen- 


ſion, of a grand and noble deportment, and 


a 
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a humble inoffenſive carriage: Never be proud 
of your knowledge, for that would be an 
ample proof that you have very little; and 
never be lifted up with your gifts, leſt you 
provoke God to blaſt them. 

Be careful to practiſe the amiable grace of 
chriſtian love, I would not have you run 
into that vile abuſe of charity, which is too 
common, which makes it lie only in con- 
niving at the ſpreading of errors: Let your 
good will to ſuch be ſhewed in pitying them, 
and praying for them; but have no free 
communication with them, conſidering that 
their ſpeech eats as a canker, and remem- 


bring the Apoſtle John's caution, F any one 


comes to you and brings not this deftrine,. re- 
ceive him not into your houſe, neither bid him 


God ſpeed; for be who bids him God jpeed, is 


| partaker of his evil deeds. But let not cor- 


rupt men's abuſe of charity, make you 
think low of this moſt deſirable chriſtian 
grace. You are called to ſhew love to all 

our brethren, who have 4 concern for the 
fundamental doctrines of the goſpel, and a 
zeal for the Redeemer ; tho' their ſentimens 
as to ſome circumſtantials in religion, may 


not be agreeable to yours; and it will be 


comfortable to you, if you can ſay after the 
laſt named great Apoſtle, By this we know 


11 | . 1 * ij. that we have paſs d from death to life, N 


awe love the brethren. 


Let 
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Mr. WII IIa Johnson.. 78 
Let a holy zeal for Chriſt and his truth * 3 
burn in your breaſt : Take heed of giving 
e wrath of man, to intemperate 


way to 


heat, and undue bitterneſs of Tpirit ; bat 


let your zeal be Kindled by fire from Chriſt's 


altar ; ſtand up with warmth for the doc- 


trines which you have received, and learned, 


and know to be the mind and will of your 
great Maſter, when men endeavour to ſub- 


vert the faith of chriſtians; contend earneſtly 


for the faith once deliver'd to the faints, and 
for the holineſs which mult be in all Chriſt's 
diſciples; and take care of giving way to 


luke-warmneſs, which is the peſtilence walk 
ing in darkneſs, which has made more ravage 


in the churches of Chriſt, than open bare- 
fac'd. error, the arrow that flies at noon- 


day; give up what you will of your own; 


but give up nothing which is Chriſt's : Fight 
the good faith, and be zealouſly concern'd 


for every good thing, 


In all your undertakings for the honour 
of Chriſt, ſhew true chriſtian courage; en- 
deavour to bring yourſelf to this deſirable 
temper, to fear the face of none where con- 
ſcience is concern'd ; give. no advantage to 
the boldeſt denier of the truth of revelation, 
or of the doctrines of the goſpel, by ſeem- 
ing timorous as to oppoſing him; be not 


afraid to rebuke ſharply ſuck as diſhonour 


their profeſſion, neither let the proudeſt 


baekſlider be above your reproof; have 


COu- 


BEDS. > 


2\Cor. i 
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courage to maintain the dignity of your of. 


Hice, againſt ſuch as would make miniſters 
flayes: If you meet with reproach for 
Chriſt's fake, bear it with true chriſtian for- 


titude, and on ſcorners bravely turn your 
back, with fetorted ſcorn. 


Take heed to the flock over which 

Chriſt, in his providence, has made you 
an overſcer ; do not affect to tyrannize over 
them. Permit me to ſpeak to you, in the 


words of the Apoſtles Peter and Paul; The 


| 2 ret v. 1,elders I exhort; who am m 2yſelf alſo an elder ; ; 
feed the flock of God, which is among you, 


taking the overſight thereof”; ; not for filthy 


lucre, but out of a ready mind, neither as 
being lords over God's heritage, but examples 
to the flock; not as having dominion over 


their faith, but as helpers of their joy. You 


muſt preach the word, and adminiſter the 
ſeals of the New Teſtament to the little 
flock, over which you preſide; but this is 


not all; therefore bear them upon your 
heart, in your addrefles to God; converſe 


freely with them ; be not Se d to 


give your advice in worldly matters, but be 


diligent in adviſing them as to their ſpiritual 


concerns ; endeavour to comfort thoſe that 


mourn, to ſatisfy the doubts of ſuch as bear 
too hard on themſelves, to inſtru thoſe 
that want knowledge, to warn ſuch as may 
be ready to lay afide their watch, to exhort 


all to their duty, and to reprove backſliders: a 
In- 


// c Cas 
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Inſpect and rule your flock ; but yet. main- 3 
tain their liberty, and never uſurp a power 


which does not belong to you, which is 
the power of judgment, in the admiſſion 


and cenſure of members, which is veſted in 


the majority of the community. __, 
You ſee, Sir, of what a large extent 


your work, as a miniſter and paſtor, is ; you 


may well ſay, who 7s ſufficient for theſe 
things? I readily anſwer, you will not be 
ſo, if you truſt to your own power. Arm 
yourſelf then with the divine power of 
Chriſt, that you may fight the good fight 
againſt ſin, ſatan, and the world, and a- 
gainſt all that oppoſe him; that your war- 


fare having been faithful, your end may 


be peace, and your reſt glorious. Send up 
likewiſe requeſts daily to the eternal Spirit, 
that he would be pleaſed to give you light, 
to diſcern the mind and will of Chriſt, de- 


clared in the ſcriptures ; that he would e- 


ſtabliſh you, and farther inſtru& you in the 
great doctrines of Chriſtianity ; that he would 
enable you to be mighty in word, and fer- 
vent in prayer ; that he would keep you 
from diſcrediting the truth you preach, by 
an unwary conduct; that hewould cauſe you 
to grow in grace, and to perſevere in a 
courſe of duty and ſincere obedience, till he 


places you, unblemiſh'd and complete, 
within the realms of uprightneſs. | 


And now, my brother, I with 
ſucceſs in the work you have undertook ; 
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nen, . 
My you be one of thoſe, who obtain grace 
dat the hand of Chriſt to be faithful. May 
Four miniſterial labours be bleſfed, for the 
turning finners to*righteouſneſs, and for the 
inſtructing, eſtabliſhing, and edifying bes 
lievers; May you have continual - ſupplies 
of light from the Father of lights; may the 
grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be ſufficient 
for you; and may the Holy Ghoſt commu- 
nicate to you all needful gifts. May this 
little church flouriſh under your care; and 
may you and the members of it be to one 
another mutual comforts, and helps in 
the way of righteouſneſs. May Chrift in 
this part of his vineyard abundantly bleſs 
his provifions; may he ſatisfy his poor with 
bread ; may he cloath you with righteouſ- 
neſs, that his people may ſhout for joy; [| 
and may your meeting together at his table li 
here on earth, be preparatory to your ſit- a 
ting together with him in heavenly places. * 
I ſhall add no more than this: I com- yo 
mend you, and thoſe over whom you are to WW 7; 
watch, to God, and to Chriſt, the Word of Il © 
w 
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his grace; who is able to build you up, and 
to give you an inheritance, among them that 


are ſanctified. 

5 God the Furl, Gul the Son, and Gol n 
tthe Holy Spirit, be all ſupreme honour ani # 
glory aſeribd, in all the churches, now, 
_ henceforth, and for ever more. Amen. 
_— INS. 
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Churchin Repemakers-Alley, 


the Churches that x heard it. 


5 


5 Eſus Chriſt Ged- ; or, the Couſtitution af Cbriſte " 1 
Perſon, with the Evidence and Importance of tbe 
Doctrine of his true and proper Godhead, conſider d in ſeyeral ns 


the Doctrine of 
his Godhead repreſented, as Evident and I in ie>.. : 


plain and practical Sermons, on Rom. ix. 3. 
II. The Holy Spirit a divine Per ſon; or 


veral practical Sermons, on 1 Cor, xii. 21. 


III. The ftanding Ufs of the Scriptüre zg all the Purpoſes 
hrly, to Patience, 
Comfort, and Hope: With the Method, Wiſdom, and Ad- 


of a divine Revelation. And more parti 
vantage of underſtanding it, and giving it due e 
In 1 Sermons, on Rom. xv. 4. and Col. iii. 16. 5 


IV. A religious Education recommended. 


to the Society that ſupports the Chariry-School in Horſely- 


down, Southwark. To which is added, an Account of the F : — 


Charity- School. The ſecond Edition. 
v. Voutb's Obſtructions in their way to. Chriſt, and 


eternal Life: Conſiderd in a Sermon preach'd at Little St. = 


Helen's, May the firſt; 1728. 

VI. Yoath reminded of a judgment to come. 
mon preach'd at Petty - France. December 25, 1728. Pub- 
liſh'd at the Requeſt of many that heard it. 


VII. Early Seekers of Chriſt directed and encourag d. ha 


a Sermon on Prov. viii. 17. 1 at Wen 855 | 
the firſt, 1729, 


VIII. A Sermon on Jenn xi. 25, 16. — by the ; 
John Afly, Fanuary 20, 
the Eighth, to the 
of which he was Paſtor, ia An- 


Death of the Reverend Mr. 
1720-90, ætat. 54.  Preach'd February 


ſwer to his and their deſire, and publiſhed at their Requeſt ;. 
with an Enlargement of what relates to his Life and Cha- 


racter. To which is added, a Poſiſcript, relating to the Reve- 


rend Mr. Samuel Chanalers ſecond Letter to the Author 


about Preaching Chrift, &. The ſecond Edition, with mar- 5 


ginal Additions. 

IX. The Miniſter's Plea for the People' 's Prayers. In a Ser- 
mon preach'd at the ſeparation of the Reverend Mr. John 
Halford, to the Paſtoral- Office i 
Horſely- Down, October 24. 1734. Publiſn'd at rhe. uni ired 
equeſt of the Miniſters, the 


Price Six pence. 


4 wo 
j- 574 i 
. * 
* 4 ; 2 * 
5 A. 
2 


In a Sermon = 
preach'd at Pinners-Hall in Broadftreet, March 13, 1727-8, 


Ta a Ser- 


the Church of Chriſt at 


hurch, and the e ot : 
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_ the Poultry, near Stocks-Market. 5 Ke: 3 
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| elt of egChurch,! for the Benet eit Own, 0 
%% ED ok Do Dea 
> XII. Rematks of a Carechiſin; publiſh nad; the. 
8 8 Aſaembiys :ſhorter Catechiſm reviſed, and render d. Pri 
| rener hl 7 The Aſſembly's own. Catechiſm i is likey 
. £ . to theſe Remarks, . $5, hn? 3 
— Reemer ac es anger; V 
3 Chriſt, and che Of rations of the Spieit. f 1, 
free Debate the ert ange of Thoſe: octrin 
l Courerhrio een Pefſons f di 
et. i. 2. Elect according to the Foreknowled 
| ! Santtification-of the Spirit unto 0 5. 
dience, aul pri ing ofthe Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. 2 
VIV. Death aud Heaven, or the laſt Enemy eee 
5 450 arate Spirits made erfect; with an Agogunt of the rig 
AVariety*of their Employments and Pleaſiires 
e ene Dilcpuries, in-Memory. of. Sit 
=> Baronet, his Lady, deceaſed. By LH 
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